Share Resources, Save Money, and Get Music with Your 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Howland Public Library Card

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month. This year, the Howland Public Library (HPL) in Beacon is offering a new incentive to sign up for an HPL card or to clear up problems with an old one.  Anyone in the Beacon City School District with a valid HPL card and a personal PC or MP3 player can download one free song each week from Freegal—a free, legal source for downloadable music.  There is no due date: the songs are yours forever.  When HPL’s weekly limit is reached, users can save songs in a wish list for future download.  Freegal music comes from the huge Sony Music and IODA catalogs – everyone from Adele to Zubin Mehta.  Access to Freegal is offered in addition to our 1,000-plus HPL music CD collection and access to over 19,000 music CDs from all libraries in the Mid-Hudson Library System.  Find Freegal and our catalog at www.beaconlibrary.org.
To get a library card, bring a picture ID and proof of residence to the library, and fill out a short form.  Because parents are responsible for their children, anyone under 18 must have a parent or legal guardian present to co-sign for a library card.  For more information, visit the Howland Public Library at 313 Main Street, call our front desk at 831-1134 ext. 0, or find our library card policy online at www.beaconlibrary.org under “About Us”.
Once a person has a valid HPL card, she or he can download music for free.  And that’s just the beginning! An HPL card provides free access to thousands of books, including graphic novels and ebooks; databases of news articles, encyclopedias and test preparation materials; an after-school homework center and the help of a professional reference librarian; free educational, cultural, informational and inspirational programs for people of all ages, and much more.  HPL offers free Internet access for families without home computers or Internet access, and free wireless Internet access (no library card needed) for those with personal PCs and other devices.   
Library Card Sign-up Month is a time when the American Library Association (ALA) and libraries across the country remind parents that a library card is the most important school supply of all.  We at HPL believe that a library card may be the most valuable card in your wallet—or on your keychain. This September, share resources, save money, and get music with your Howland Public Library card.


