Regular Meeting
The regular meeting of the Beacon City Council, held in the Municipal Center at One Municipal Plaza on April 5, 2010, was called to order beginning with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Council Members Present:
City of Beacon	Council Minutes	April 5, 2010


Mayor Steve Gold		
Jerry Landisi – Council Member, Ward One
Charles Kelly – Council Member, Ward Two

Excused: 
Marlene Fredericks – Council Member, At Large

Also Present:
City Administrator – Meredith Robson
Randy Casale – Council Member, Ward Three
Sara Pasti – Council Member, Ward Four
George Mansfield – Council Member, At Large



	

City Attorney – Nicholas M. Ward-Willis

Addition to the Agenda:
Resolution to support the effort of keeping Stony Kill Farm Open. Motioned by Council Member Landisi, seconded by Council Member Kelly. All in favor, motion passed.

First Opportunity for Public Comments:  Pertaining to any item. Maximum time for this section is thirty minutes.  Maximum time for individual comment is Four Minutes.

Betty DiPompo – 6 Pearce Place. It’s great that Channel 22 is back, but an announcement to that effect should be placed in the newspaper because many people are not aware. The City should utilize Channel 22 by posting a plan of what to do in the case of power outages. 

Dennis Moroney – 439 Fishkill Avenue. To the Mayor, Police Chief Scofield and City Council: By not looking looking into what really happened and by not telling the truth about last St. Patrick’s Day’s event, you cost the City over $100,000 in lost revenue and cost the taxpayers probably $50,000 by spending money on the wrong problem. The only problem last year was that a few police officers did not know how to do their job. Had the police chief listened to the people who were assaulted and TASERed, we would have spent the money on retraining some of our police force on how to treat people with respect, rather than on riot training. They was no riot last year – only a few out-of-control police officers TASERing handcuffed individuals. Some officers should have been suspended or fired. He quoted the mayor saying the crowd “could have been bad” but there was no riot – just two people getting into a fight. It was easier to blame it on the Crawl instead of investigating the real problem. Unlike any of the Council members, he was there when the altercation began – at Dunkin Donuts, not a pub. The Council was apparently afraid to do anything to the police officers, and now money has been lost. By slandering the Pub Crawl, an incredibly successful event, the Council has hurt the taxpayers, businesses and would-be recipients of the funds usually raised by the Crawl. 

Roger Connor (Cablevision). Cablevision was unable to accept the opt-out clause, as it may make it more difficult to maintain parity amongst municipalities already involved. Hopefully the city will still consider reinstating the news in the city. Beacon would enter the project at the same rate as the other 14 municipalities involved. The rate on customers’ bills would start in June of this year at $0.50; it would be locked in at that rate for the next 12 months (roughly 260 newscasts). Regardless of what the Council determines tonight, thanks for taking a look and he looks forward to working with the City on upcoming projects. Council Member Kelly expressed his concern at the lack of a term endpoint and the difficulty in activating the escape clause. He could not support any endless contract, which this seems to be unless the other 14 communities agree to exit the contract. Mr. Connor stated that none of the other communities have expressed any unhappiness with the contract in the five years it has been operational. Council Member Casale asked when the cable franchise agreement with the city of Beacon is up; Mr. Connor responded that it will be up in 2015. Council Member Mansfield inquired as to how soon Cablevision anticipates re-assessing the current Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Mr. Connor anticipates doing so going into the next fiscal year budget, which for them is January. He also confirmed that Beacon can opt in only semiannually – the next opportunity being December 2010. Council Member Mansfield asked if it was possible that the MOU might be altered to more favorable terms by then, and Mr. Connor said it was indeed possible. Mayor Gold asked how many times the rate has changed in the past five years; almost annually, Mr. Connor answered, ranging from $0.48 to $0.58 and currently at $0.53. Mayor Gold asked if he could reassure that the Council that vendors would not be withdrawing in large numbers or that rates would not be doubling or tripling. Mr. Connor replied that the last five years are a good indicator of rate stability: despite a soft advertising market, the rates have not fluctuated beyond the aforementioned range. Additionally, advertisers would likely be enthusiastic about the news’ entry into the Beacon market. Council Member Kelly asked if Cablevision has saturated the potential subscribers. Mr. Connor replied that there are eastern Dutchess communities who see the product without actually being covered by the news. If they tried to do so, it would stretch resources and manpower to the detriment of the original 14 communities. Council Member Kelly stated that this is one fear: Beacon citizens might feel that they’re not getting much coverage, even if it’s proportional to the other communities. Even if the rate were fine, the coverage itself might not be perceived as having sufficient value. Mr. Connor said that he had not received that complaint from anyone to date.

Dennis Pavelock – 34 Judson Street. Last year, he and some good-hearted citizens donated money to a fireworks display for the 4th of July. We’re now in April, and there’s been no mention of collecting donations again for this year. We need to get started now. 

The Beacon Community Center should not be considered for an outside entity – only within the bounds of Beacon. It should not be under consideration for housing city services, as this will confuse people – City Hall should be the point of contact for all city services. 

Regarding shared recreational services, he spoke to Fishkill Supervisor Joan Pagones on this topic. She said she had been approached, but the City has never followed up with her. The city’s recreation is a sad state of affairs right now. Fishkill’s rec center is funded by a cost charged to all developers in Fishkill so that taxpayers are not affected. He indicated that this is how it should work in Beacon. 

Flora Jones – 36 Melio Bettina Place. She has not been able to come to meetings since before 2009 because of her caretaker responsibilities. She thanks the City for its leadership in taking care of the citizens at Forrestal Heights. They had heat during the large winter storm. She herself had no heat and the Dutchess Red Cross didn’t help, but under Mayor Gold’s leadership the city performed magnificently. She is grateful to his entire administration. The police force was outstanding, as was the fire department and the Department of Public Works. Her neighbors rescued her despite the obstacles. She is very grateful to this administration. 

Tom Baldino – 19 North Street. He referred to several newspaper articles. The first dealt with New York denying Indian Point a water permit, due to outmoded cooling technology killing so many fish and polluting so much water that it violates the Clean Water Act. Entergy will now have to build new stadium-sized cooling reactors or risk being forced to shut down. As a longtime opponent of Indian Point’s presence in the Hudson Valley, Mr. Baldino is pleased by this news. The second article dealt with new EPA regulations prompting cities to impose fees on property owners for the cost of managing stormwater runoff, the leading cause of water pollution in most of the nation.

Justin Riccobono – 30 Bank Street. The Easter Egg Hunt this past weekend was a huge success; very well-attended. Thanks to those who were involved. Regarding Channel 18, it’s a great opportunity to get more people into Beacon. At the end of five years, the city could either negotiate with Cablevision for a better contract or migrate to Time-Warner Cable. 

Lou Amoroso – 40 Vail Avenue. As he has before, he is bringing up the parking between Verplanck Avenue and East Main Street. He feels it is illegal, as the traveling lanes are not wide enough. There was an argument the other day because someone had stopped and cars could not get around the stopped car. If anyone gets a ticket, it should be fought because this is an improper situation that the city has made.
Public Hearings:

 Special Use Permit for Proposed An Auto Repair Facility and Wholesale Storage/Distribution Facility located  at 16 West Main Street, submitted by Atlantic Horizons, Int. 

Jim Korn - 19 South Brett Street. At last week’s workshop, Mayor Gold noted (paraphrasing) that West Main Street is an important transition zone for pedestrians between the waterfront and Main Street. Council Member Mansfield stated (paraphrasing) that this proposal goes against everything we are trying to accomplish in the area. City Attorney Nick Ward-Willis, reading from the city code, stated that the site needs to be in harmony with the area being developed. Bravo to these statements. The Main Street Corridor Committee made the following recommendation at the first TOD town hall meeting on October 1, 2009: “Vehicular and pedestrian linkages with Main Street must be a priority; West Main Street should be studied as the potential east-west artery within the TOD. This would promote reconnection of the street grid with upper Main Street.” This study, to his knowledge, has not yet been performed. An auto body shop and storage/distribution facility does fit with the vision of utilizing West Main to bring vitality up from the waterfront to Main Street.
Jon Bodendorf (Hudson Land Design – engineers for the applicants). The property is located on the northeast corner of Main Street and Bank Street. The existing building is the former home of Beacon Oil. Approximately 9 years ago, the City Council issued a special permit for the building to operate the rear as an auto repair facility with the front serving as an oil distributorship. The current applicant seeks a similar scenario: auto repair in the back, wholesale storage/distributor of cosmetic products. They’ve addressed all of the planning board’s concerns. Council Member Casale clarified that the auto repair entrance would be on Bank Street, not on West Main (where the storage facility would be). Council Member Landisi asked if the repair shop was in operation at this time; Mr. Bodendorf stated it was not. Council Member Mansfield inquired what the front of the storage facility would look like in terms of landscaping and renovations. Mr. Bodendorf replied that there were no plans to change the facade at this time, and that there will be some landscaping in the front of the building. At the city engineer’s request, the applicant is including a small stormwater management area in the southwest corner of the site, which will be landscaped as well. Council Member Landisi asked if the fence indicated on the site plan would be on the side with the auto repair shop. Mr. Bodendorf answered in the affirmative, saying that it would serve to shield the view of the cars at the shop. Mayor Gold stated that one of the Council’s concerns is that this is an area of great importance to pedestrians in the event the TOD goes forward. Because the building in question is one of the only ones which are set back, it would be ideal for it to include benches and trees for pedestrians on their way up to Main Street. Could there by some amenity for the public, which would be critical for what the Council wants to accomplish on West Main Street? Mr. Bodendorf said that the applicant would be willing, though he would need to discuss with the Council, given the limited space available. Council Member Kelly asked if the applicant would seek an easement through city-owned property for a driveway, and Mr. Bodendorf said yes. Mayor Gold asked about truck traffic. Mr. Bodendorf said that the plan demonstrates the worst-case scenario for large delivery trucks, but that the applicant does not envision many trucks larger than vans or box trucks. All told, the applicant expects 0-2 trucks per day, aside from daily UPS and FedEx deliveries. Council Member Pasti said that the Council, due to past experiences, needs to be convinced of two things: that trucks will not be disrupting residents with traffic or noise, and that the property will fit into the future mixed use of the area as per the comprehensive plan. The applicant said that if anything, the new business will involve less noise and personnel than Beacon Oil – it’s a 9 to 5, Monday to Friday business as opposed to the 24-hour operations of Beacon Oil. He’s been running his business for three years in the back without anyone being aware. He’s looking to improve the landscaping relative to the current owner. He confirmed Council Member Mansfield’s inquiry about his intention to purchase the property if the special use permit were to be granted. His father, who has been a businessman in the Beacon community for close to 40 years, would be the auto repair shop owner. Council Member Landisi asked if the applicant had plans to store trucks at the site; the applicant said he did not have plans for any trailers and/or trucks. Council Member Kelly asked if the city code has a clause that leads to revoking of special use permit if conditions are not met. Mr. Ward-Willis said that in this case, the permit would remain with the property as long as it was being used in the designated manner. Council Member Mansfield asked if the special use permit was transferrable from one business to another; Mr. Ward-Willis replied in the affirmative, so long as the use remains the same. Council Member Kelly asked how the Council would go about working with the applicant to accommodate the former’s vision for the area. Mayor Gold replied that the Council, upon closing the public hearing and voting on the special use permit, could send conditions to the Planning Board, who then require those things of the applicant – i.e. pocket parks. The Planning Board is experienced at mapping out screening, landscaping, bench styles and so on. Mr. Ward-Willis confirmed this: the Council can stipulate uses as well as physical or aesthetic features.
Justin Riccobono – 30 Bank Street. He lives in close proximity to the site, which is dismal at best right now. The applicant is cleaning up the spot already and this project promises an improvement over what’s there now.

Craig Chichini – 21 West Main Street. He lives across the street from the entrance to Beacon Oil. Much of the pedestrian traffic leaves garbage all over the neighborhood, and they bring lots of noise. But a park would create a loitering place for loud, potentially drunk persons. The park concept also raises liability issues. The entire neighborhood should be involved in such a decision. The MTA purchased the old Doral hat building and has been driving trucks through the area all the time – it’s loud and smells a lot. Perhaps the MTA trucks should be going in and out of the main entrance to the train station, to make the area more enjoyable for residents.  Other that, the site has been getting better thanks to the applicants’ cleanup efforts. 

Council Discussion: Council Member Kelly favors bringing the public hearing to a close and voting, with the stipulation to the Planning Board that a pocket park be included. The concern raised about the pocket park is similar to those raised about bus stop shelters and benches; these have not been problematic in terms of loitering or disorderly conduct. The important thing right now is the future of the riverfront, in recognition of the fact that the area is going to be radically transformed if the TOD happens. Mayor Gold said that if the benches turned out to be a problem they could always be removed, but that it’s important to first establish the area’s potential use and let the Planning Board work out the details. Council Member Pasti would be in favor of closing the public hearing and using the next workshop to discuss what the Council’s stipulations to the Planning Board would be, and then voting on that at the subsequent council meeting. Mayor Gold said that it would be better to close the public hearing and create the list of items tonight for the planning board’s action, since the next workshop is quite full, as Ms. Robson confirmed. Council Member Mansfield stated that the applicant wants the Council to expedite this approval so that he can move forward on purchasing the property. Much as he might like to have different zoning in place, given the current zoning he doesn’t think the Council can disallow this. As the applicant is willing to work with the City on streetscaping and as the Council can stipulate conditions to the Planning Board, this seems like the best case the City can hope for at this time short of a moratorium or rezoning. Council Member Casale proposed that instead of worrying about the specifics of a pocket park now, have the applicant delineate the land for that. The City can then institute the pocket park and what specifications would be ideal once the TOD is in place, if indeed that happens. Mayor Gold said that he had consulted with the city attorney on this, and the applicant would then have to re-subdivide because the lot line would be changing. Council Member Casale said that we might not want a pocket park there, as one resident had indicated, if the TOD doesn’t happen – if there’s nothing going on in the area, such a park might become a loitering zone. Mayor Gold expressed his belief that the Council could create adequate language to address that concern tonight in the directives to the Planning Board. Council Member Landisi stated that the applicant’s plan will make the location 100% better than it was as Beacon Oil, so he would like to close the hearing tonight, vote and send conditions to the Planning Board to keep the process moving. 

Motion by Council Member Kelly to close public hearing, seconded by Council Member Casale. All voted in favor. 

Proposed Local Law regarding parking for proposed development projects within proximity of the train station (TOD Parking).

Jim Korn - 19 South Brett Street. It’s laudable to examine measures to alleviate traffic and parking near the train station, but the core problem is transportation. The Main Street Corridor Committee’s stated  last October that a shuttle system from TOD to Main Street via Dia would be vitally important. MTA and the Fishkill Creek developer agree, as does the Incline Restoration Society. The Corridor Committee also stated that it is standard procedure for municipalities to require developers of projects as large as the TOD to dedicate a percentage of the project budget to these incentives.  In September, he proposed a forming a mass transit corporation into which the developers of Edgewater, TOD  and Long Dock are required to buy shares to capitalize the purchase of equipment and fund ongoing operation and maintenance. Since then, he has heard of the possibility of using an escrow, and that may be the way to go. In closing, parking is only part of it – a mass transportation plan needs to be in place. Ms. Robson noted that the City had received comments from the county Planning Department; these have been forwarded on to the Council.

Tom Gibson (representing Edgewater as a planning and development consultant). We’re not troubled by the draft regulation, but we do have some points for the Council to consider. One of the reasons TODs work is that they are self-selecting – residents choose them because they want to be near a train station as opposed to someplace further away where they might have a larger property. It’s important to note, however, that there is a difference between parking and traffic. While people in the TOD will be commuters and will walk plenty, they can’t do everything in Beacon, so they will still have cars. Therefore, even if they’re not driving often (and therefore they won’t be generating much traffic) they will still need their car to get around Dutchess County. Large quantities of parking will be needed even if traffic remains relatively low. We don’t want a situation where people are looking for places to stash their cars all over the city. 

We agree with some of the county’s comments and disagreed with others. We agree that this may best be done at the planning board, with the Council making recommendations and conditions but the planning board working out the nitty-gritty through the site-planning process. We’re not in favor of a reduced bedroom count.

We agree that a shuttle bus is appropriate for the long run, but we note that John Clarke told the Council that the shuttle bus in Beacon had the lowest ridership in the county system, while requiring the largest subsidy. Our project might contribute to a shuttle system, but by no means would it support one on its own. 

Motion by Council Member Casale to adjourn public hearing, seconded by Council Member Pasti. All voted in favor of adjourning public hearing to April 19.

Approval of Minutes:
December 21, 2009; March 1, 2010; March 15, 2010. Mr. Ward-Willis asked that the Council’s approval of the 12/21/09 minutes be subject to his formatting changes with respect to budget details. Motion by Council Member Landisi to approve minutes, seconded by Council Member Kelly. All voted in favor of accepting minutes.

Communications:

Mayor Gold
March 24 from Cablevision’s Roger Connor:  Effective April 28, ESPN Classic SD will be repositioned from the IO Package to the Ten Sports Package – no channel change. Customers will be notified through their billing.

Activity Reports by the Mayor and Council:

Mayor Gold
1. March 17: Met with Dutchess County Community Action Partnership for their monthly meeting in Poughkeepsie. Using a stimulus grant, the Partnership is providing winterizing for the Beacon Housing Authority. Forrestal Heights and Ham Fish Plaza will be receiving winterizing.
2. March 16: Met with Pat Manning to discuss the city’s joint effort with the Beacon Chamber of Commerce on a Main Street Grant application. This would restore a targeted area of central Main Street provide low-cost, low-interest loans for facade and building improvements. Mr. Manning will come to an upcoming Council workshop to talk about these efforts.
3. March 22: Met with John Beale, Director of the Dutchess County Office for the Aging to continue discussions about seniors’ needs during city-wide emergencies, and the Meals-on-Wheels program operated by the Martin Luther King Center.
4. March 24: Met with director of the aforementioned Community Action Partnership about potentially using the lot at Cross and Main for the farmer’s market and other projects. If anyone needs help in preparing taxes, the CAP has a free service in Beacon twice a week. Contact City Hall to receive this service, provided by trained professionals. 
5. March 27: Along with several other council members and some members of the public, toured the University Settlement Camp with caretaker Pat Freeman. The city was hoping to open the grounds to the public on or around Earth Day, but the winter storm took a toll on the camp; the area needs to be made safer before opening it to the public. The city is considering opening a trail that would lead from the pool parking straight up to the theatre; this way the theatre and law can remain open for public use.
6. March 31: Attended a meeting with the Mount Beacon Incline Railway Society, hosting Assemblyman Frank Skartados. There was a slide show presentation at the Beacon Institute by the Society’s chief operating officer, Mike Colarusso. Assemblyman Skartados was very impressed with the Society’s progress and pledged to help any way he could. 
7. March 29: Was unable to attend the Beacon Sloop Club’s fundraiser for the Woody Guthrie, but did stop by to lend personal and financial support to this important community benefit. 
8. April 2: Took a tour of the Hudson-Baylor Recycling Center along with Council Member Pasti and Conservation Advisory Committee chairman Tom Baldino. The city is in discussions with Hudson-Baylor to open a state of the art recycling center on Route 52 at the city’s easternmost boundary, at the site which formerly housed the Brewster Cement factory. The company has been in the recycling business for over 20 years with a focus on industry and municipal needs. The newly-constructed facility would use single-stream technology, meaning that homeowners will not have to separate different types of recyclables. This leads to lower operating costs and to more people participating in recycling. This facility would be a significant environmental benefit to the city as well as a commercial tax benefit should it come to fruition. 
9. April 3: Attended the Beacon Recreation Commission’s Easter Egg Hunt. It was well-attended on a beautiful day – congratulations to the Recreation Commission for doing a wonderful job as they do every year. The Highway Department had the grounds looking great after the winter storm, and Alps Sweet Shop is again deserving of thanks for raffling off great items.
10. April 3: Attended organ donor awareness program presented by Assemblyman Skartados. It was well-attended and raised the importance of donating one’s organs. Speakers included those who needed or had donated organs; a person can save 8 lives and provide quality of life improvements for 50 more by donating. An average of 15 people a day die while awaiting organ transplants. Importantly, marking off the box on one’s driver’s license does not guarantee one’s organs will be donated – it is vital to register with New York State’s Donate Life registry. This can be done online.

Council Member Pasti – Ward Four
1. Attended the recycling center tour with Mayor Gold and Tom Baldino. It was a very clean and smooth operation – well-organized, no smell, very little noise. They’re recycling waxy paper, foil products and other things that she wasn’t sure could be recycled. The city’s website has a great list of materials. The county has 8 upcoming dates for recycling electronics and hazardous materials, starting with the upcoming April 10 and June 5. Such a facility would be a good addition to the Beacon community.
2. Attended Saturday’s Community Cat Coalition information session. She has heard complaints about a cat colony on Madison Avenue and another near Madame Brett Park. Their director, Nicole Ganas, has been running a trap, neuter and return program which has been proven to reduce the number of cats on the streets who can reproduce and ultimately reducing the community of cats over time. They’re seeking donations to help – send them to PO Box 1143, Beacon, NY 12508. They also have an email address: info@communitycatcoalition.com, a phone number: (845) 541-9989, and a website.  There’s a video to watch at www.humanesociety.org.
3. Her  constituents are seeking an update on Hiddenbrooke – can residents go there? Is it safe? Ms. Robson replied that it is not safe at this time, and it will cost $7500 to get it cleaned up. This money has not been budgeted, nor has any of the storm cleanup money. A “No Trespassing” sign will be put up so residents know not to enter. 

Council Member Casale – Ward Three
1. Commends the highway department for nonstop work in cleaning up brush from the storm. Thanks to the mayor, Peter and Cablevision for getting Channel 22 up and running again. He has head a complaint that it takes a long time to go from one scene to the next; is it possible to speed that up?
2. Where are we with the taxi ordinance? It’s been worked on for a long time, and we wanted to get it done before the new license go out. Mr. Ward-Willis responded that his office has prepared a new draft ordinance and provided it to the police chief for his perusal, to ensure that the law is enforceable. Ms. Robson indicated that it will likely be on next week’s workshop agenda, now that the police chief is back in after a week off.

Council Member Mansfield – At Large
1. Final funding has been approved for the visitor’s center, all paperwork has been submitted. Groundbreaking is expect in the next three weeks. $65,000 of additional volunteer services and goods have been raised in addition to $40,000 in grant money. So this will be a $100,000+ visitor’s center without any tax dollars being spent. It should be done by the end of June.
2. Received a letter from Father Frank of the Martin Luther King Cultural Center, asking about leftover BBC funds; Ms. Robson confirmed that there were none. This Wednesday, they will be presenting on the expansion of their senior and youth programs, which will be moved to St. Luke’s at Rector and Wolcott. 
3. He spoke to a number of residents of West Church Street on a matter which Council Member Landisi will address.
4. Cliff Street parking – no one responded to the lottery? Can seniors get a reduced fee? Ms. Robson said that there were several respondents, but not more than the number of spots available. Invoices were sent out but no one’s been paying. Spots are indeed available. To give seniors a reduced fee, the ordinance would need to be changed. Mayor Gold indicated a willingness to adjust the ordinance for this purpose.
5. Received  a number of calls from tenants on Catherine Street with a history of disagreeable neighbors; as the weather warms these people are spending time outside and making life miserable other residents. He suggests that residents have to keep calling the police in order to make the problem neighbors’ lives difficult in so doing.

Council Member Kelly – Ward Two
1. Congratulations to the city for putting council meetings back on TV; many of his constituents are pleased. Many people are interested in what goes on at council meetings but cannot make it down to City Hall; Channel 22 serves to keep them informed.
2. A constituent on behalf of which a 911 call was placed died after a fall in the tub; the circumstances and her age indicated that she may not have survived regardless of response time. But the community needs to investigate how to better serve the elderly, particularly those who live alone. Perhaps neighborhood watch groups can establish a network of elderly neighbors living alone, or perhaps the city should maintain a database of elderly citizens and next-of-kin for 911 calls. 
3. According to state law, a vehicle cannot be parked within 30 feet of a stop sign. On the west side of South Brett Street, just before the intersection with Dewindt, people keep parking too close to the stop sign. A constituent has asked that the appropriate No Parking sign be placed there.
4. Thanks to Council Member Mansfield and everyone who has helped with the Visitor’s Center. They worked hard and found a lot of founding.

Council Member Landisi – Ward One
1. Residents of West Church Street asked to meet with him regarding pedestrian and traffic safety problems on their street.  8-10 residents came to the meeting. Their concerns include the condition of the road and sidewalks, street lighting conditions, the dirt pile in the parking lot, speeding cars and their desire to make it a one-way street. Several of these residents are here tonight to get a feel for how meetings work; they’ll speak on these issues at the next council meeting.
2. Still getting calls about Verizon Fios. Mayor Gold supplied him with an email from Verizon stating that they are not ready to come to Beacon. At some point in the future they will contact Beacon about possibly putting together a franchise agreement, but there is not a timetable at this point.
3. Toured the University Settlement Camp with several residents and members of the council. Several areas should be opened as soon as possible for residents’ enjoyment; some cleanup is required but portions need to get opened soon.
4. Attended a meeting on Saturday about the MLK Center. They are sending out RFPs this week for all the work that needs to be done on the St. Luke’s facility in order for MLK to move there. It’s a win-win: MLK will have more room for programs, while St. Luke’s gets an upgrade without cost to them , as MLK will be paying. He will serve on the facility planning committee.  There will be a meeting On April 7 at 6:30 at St. Andrew’s for the public to find out more.
5. Thanks to everyone who helped with the Easter Egg Hunt at Memorial Park; this year’s was the largest he’s seen.
6. The library budget is up for a vote on April 8.
7. BVAC is holding their annual brunch at the Dutchess Manor on April 11; all the money goes to BVAC – the Manor hosts them at no cost.
8. He’s received lots of calls praising the return of Channel 22.
9. He would like to see the taxi ordinance moved forward. 

Administrator’s Report
1. The CDBG office, pending further discussions with MLK representatives and the church, have tentatively agreed to transfer the $25,000 that was originally set aside in 2003 for the MLK’s pavilion project, and another $1200+ for another MLK-specific project, to the new site as long as the projects still meet the requirements for CDBG funding. 
2. Hiddenbrooke – federal grant (through state) for trail: city lost it, but there remains the possibility of resurrecting  a different grant for a $300,000 trail (instead of a $125,000 trail). The city’s grant writer is working on it. 

Mayor Gold’s Response to Public Comments and Other Matters:
1. Criticisms of police during the last pub crawl: he was there 15 minutes before the fight broke out; the police had every reason to be apprehensive and acted accordingly. Their crowd control efforts were appropriate. While the gentleman who spoke owns an establishment that participates in the pub crawl and may have his own viewpoint as a result, the council received numerous complaints of despicable acts taking place on the streets during the 2009 event and needed to act to prevent those things from recurring.
2. Channel 22 is different than before in that it used to be run by the school district with little control by the city. Now, the city is operating it and controls the programming, meaning that the city can use it to get much more information out to residents. Some of the city’s not-for-profits may be able to submit segments to describe their work to the public. The Council will form an ad hoc committee with the responsibility to develop policies and guidelines for Channel 22; they will eventually become a formal operating committee to schedule programming and review content. It should include at least two individuals with some experience in media and knowledge of news production and scheduling, and up to five people in total.
3. Creating an ad hoc committee called the City of Beacon Cat Rescue Program with Nicole Ganas as chair and 3-5 members in total; the Community Cat Coalition is in need of places to perform the CNR work. He will permit them to use some space at the Beacon Community Center for this program.

New Business

Resolutions:

Resolution 42 of 2010: Consideration of a Special Use Permit – Auto Repair/Warehouse Wholesale Storage at 16 West Main Street – Submitted by Atlantic Horizons, Int.
Motion by Council Member Casale, seconded by Council Member Landisi.
Discussion: Mr. Ward Willis clarified that the site plan does not address overnight parking, so the resolution should be amended to eliminate overnight parking altogether for delivery vehicles, employees or subleased spaces. Amended text was read to include to the condition of a revision of applicant’s plans to the satisfaction of the planning board as pertains to additional landscaping and consideration of benches. It also included text to allow the council to review the benches a year after their placement and at the council’s discretion thereafter, in the interest of insuring that they do not become a nuisance.
All voted in favor. Motion passed. 

Resolution 43 of 2010: Consideration to Rescind Resolution 33 of 2010 and Revise CDBG Fund Balances.
Motion by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member Casale. 
Discussion: Ms. Robson explained that his is effectively to assist the county CDBG staff with their accounting; the large item (for security cameras) is 2004 moneys that have not been spent because the cameras are not yet functioning; the city is moving this money back to the CDBG fund balance where it will be earmarked for eventual payment for the cameras. Council Member Casale inquired about the status of the security cameras – why aren’t they operational yet? Ms. Robson replied that the police have regularly contacted the vendor, who fixes parts sporadically before the cameras stop running again. Council Member Landisi asked if there are other communities using cameras who are experiencing fewer problems. Ms. Robson and Council Member Casale confirmed that there are, but as Ms. Robson stated the priority right now is to get the current cameras consistently operational, and two different vendors have now been unable to do so. 
All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Consideration of the Reinstatement of Cablevision News.
Motion by Council Member Casale, seconded by Council Member Kelly.
Discussion: Mayor Gold stated that the Council could adopt the MOU as it currently stands – which Roger Conner has said Cablevision will reject – to make a statement regarding the opt-out clause, or remove the opt-out clause to effectively go with Cablevision’s MOU and return the news programming to Beacon. Council Member Casale indicated that many of his constituents wanted the service back. The Council should remove the opt-out clause, because if the price rose substantially all the other communities would end up opting-out anyway as allowed for in the existing MOU. Council Member Landisi agreed, saying he’s not particularly concerned with the $0.75 clause anymore, and that many of his constituents want it back. The lack of an opt-out is disturbing, but the other communities will react accordingly if the price increases too much. Mayor Gold indicated he was always in favor of staying with News6. It’s the worst contract he’s ever seen, because of the lack of an opt-out, but he assumes the market will react accordingly if the price rises too high. Council Member Pasti indicated that she had not heard from constituents indicating that they wanted it; she is hesitant to legislate Cablevision passing on a cost to residents without hearing from them, perhaps via public hearing. Council Member Kelly is very concerned with the absence of a term; delegating the responsibility for getting out of the agreement to 13 other communities is worrisome. He’s never seen a contract without a term and on that principal, he can’t support it. Council Member Mansfield said the negotiations seem to have been too short; Mayor Gold explained that Mr. Connor said the decision needed to be made tonight. The next opportunity to enter the contract will be in December. Mayor Gold proposed that since there are not 4 votes at the table to approve the agreement, it would be best to vote on the MOU as is, with the opt-out clause, and let Cablevision officially reject it. Council Member Kelly reiterated his objection on the issue of a lack of term, regardless of whether the opt-out language were included. Council Member Pasti would prefer to wait, as this does not seem to be urgent for her constituents, and see if the other communities eventually reconsidered the lack of a term. Council Member Mansfield suggested that perhaps the MOU could one day be altered to involve a majority opt-out instead of a unanimous opt-out.
Roll Call: Yes – 3 (Casale, Gold, Landisi); No – 3 (Kelly, Mansfield, Pasti).  Motion failed. 

Resolution 44 of 2010: Consideration of the 2010 Stop DWI Enforcement Funding.
Motion by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member Landisi. 
Discussion: Ms. Robson confirmed that this is the same as the city has done in the past. Council Member Casale asked if this pays for police overtime, including court costs. Ms. Robson did not think so. Council Member Casale stated that by doing DWI work outside of regular shifts, it serves to boost police overtime pay and therefore their pensions. We shouldn’t have to do this on overtime work; it should take place on regular shifts. Mayor Gold stated that the court costs correlate to taking drunk drivers off the roads and potentially saving lives. 
All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Resolution 45 of 2010: Consideration of an Agreement with the Rutigliano Group Regarding the Artist Banner Project.
Motion by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member Casale.
All voted in favor. Motion passed. 

Resolution 46 of 2010: Consideration of the Approval of a Revised Agreement between the City of Beacon and the Scenic Hudson Land Trust.
Motion by Council Member Landisi, seconded by Council Member Pasti.
Discussion: Mr. Ward-Willis explained that this agreement will serve as a template for future Scenic Hudson agreements pertaining to the barn, beach and so forth.
All voted in favor. Motion passed. 

Resolution 47 of 2010: Support for Keeping Stony Kill Environmental Center open.
Motion by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member Landisi.
Discussion: Mayor Gold indicated that this resolution will be passed on to a state legislative aide for circulation among members; it would also serve as the template for other local communities to express their support for keeping Stony Kill.
All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Local Laws and Ordinances

Second Reading: Regarding Parking For Proposed Development Projects within Proximity of the Train Station.
Motion to adjourn by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member Kelly. 
All voted in favor. Adjourned to April 19.

First Reading: Parking Fee Ordinance – Set Public Hearing for Monday, April 19.
Motion by Council Member Casale, seconded by Council Member Kelly.
All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Ratifications

Resolution 49 of 2010: Lewis Tompkins Hose – Consideration for Terry Wilson to be moved from Exempt Status to Active Status. 
Motion by Council Member Landisi, seconded by Council Member Kelly.
All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Appointments

Resolution 50 of 2010: Consideration of the Appointments to the Traffic Safety Committee of Mike Witkowski and John Stella.
Motion by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member Kelly. 
All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Announcements

1. Grievance Day for the City of Beacon is on the Fourth Wednesday in May (May 26, 2010). 

Budget Amendments

1. Amend the 2010 budget by transferring $1,944 from the Finance Department Computer Support (Code: A1324.441500) to the Finance Overtime expense (Code: A1325.105000). This is due to the fact that overtime was overspent during the time that the Finance Department was covering the payroll functions.
Motion by Council Member Kelly, seconded by Council Member Landisi.
Roll Call: Yes – 5 (Gold, Kelly, Landisi, Mansfield, Pasti); No – 1 (Casale). Motion passed, 5-1.

2. Amend the 2010 budget by transferring $736 from the Finance Department Audit  expense (Code: A1325.440700) to the Finance Department Financial Consultants expense (Code: A1325.452002). This is needed to cover the cost of services for a consultant to assist with bank reconciliations while the payroll clerk was on leave.
Motion by Council Member Mansfield, seconded by Council Member Pasti.
Roll Call: Yes – 5 (Gold, Kelly, Landisi, Mansfield, Pasti); No – 1 (Casale). Motion passed, 5-1.

3. Amend the 2010 budget by transferring $24,472 from the Contingency for Retirement Budget (Code: A1990.400004) to the Highway Retirement/Severance expense (Code: A5110.190000) to cover the retirement payout to Richard Kolakoski. 
Motion by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member Kelly.
Discussion: Council Member Kelly asked if it would be financially prudent to keep retirees on the books until their sick time is used up, rather than paying out lump sums. Ms. Robson responded that it would not, as the positions need to be filled but cannot be if someone remains on the books.
Roll Call: All voted in favor. Motion passed.

4. Amend the 2010 Water Fund Budget by transferring $14,922 from the Water Fund Contingency for Retirement (Code: F1990.400004) to the Water Fund Severance/Retirement expense (Code: F8340.190000). This is to cover the retirement payout expense for Kevin McElduff.
Motion by Council Member Landisi, seconded by Council Member Pasti.
Roll Call: All voted in favor. Motion passed. 

5. Amend the 2010 Sewer Fund Budget by transferring $92,705 from the Sewer Fund Contingency for Retirement (Code: G1990.400004) to the Sewer Fund Severance/Retirement expense (Code: G8130.190000). This is to cover the retirement payout expense for James P. Mignault and William O’Keefe.
Motion by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member Kelly. 
Roll Call: All voted in favor. Motion passed.
Public Comments: Each speaker may have one opportunity to speak up to five minutes on any subject matter.

Tom Baldino – 19 North Street. He has often heard pleas for functioning security cameras. Several were bought at a cost of thousands of dollars. There are 6 or 7 committees within the CAC; more could be added if needed for those interested in volunteering; there are two openings within the formal CAC. Those interested should contact him at 831-5435 (or contact City Hall).

Flora Jones – 36 Melio Bettina Place. Thanks to Dick Wolf for his service to Beacon – wishes him the best. She also offered praise to Mr. Ward-Willis for his excellent work. 
Next Workshop: April 26, 2010
Next Council Meeting: May 3, 2010.

Adjournment
Motion by Council Member Kelly; seconded by Council Member Pasti. All voted in favor; meeting adjourned.


Respectfully submitted,
Brian D. Kelly
Interim Executive Assistant to Mayor Steve K. Gold




