City of Beacon
Council Minutes
April 19, 2010





Regular Meeting
The regular meeting of the Beacon City Council, held in the Municipal Center at One Municipal Plaza on April 19, 2010, was called to order beginning with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Council Members Present:
Mayor Steve K. Gold






Casale, Randy – Council Member, Ward Three

Fredericks, Marlene – Council Member, At Large

Kelly, Charles – Council Member, Ward Two

Landisi, Jerry – Council Member, Ward One

Mansfield, George – Council Member, At Large

Pasti, Sara – Council Member, Ward Four

Also Present:
City Attorney – Nicholas M. Ward-Willis

Excused:

City Administrator – Meredith Robson



First Opportunity for Public Comments: Pertaining to any item. Maximum time for this section is thirty minutes.  Maximum time for individual comment is Four Minutes.

Lou Amoroso – 40 Vail Avenue. For 6-7 months he has been mentioning his desire to meet with the Ethics Board. He received a call from the chairperson indicating that they had been meeting despite the Mayor saying otherwise. 
He mentioned that he is still waiting for information on the parking situation at the corner of Verplanck Avenue and East Main Street; he believes it is an illegal roadway according to state codes. 
Lastly, he expressed his hopes that that a boat ramp would be put in at the Scenic Hudson property to accommodate public boats and rescue boats, not just kayakers.

Dennis Pavelock – 34 Judson Street. The Roundhouse has been dilapidated for 50 years – so there’s not a good track record for the city when it comes to restoring buildings. In a recent newspaper article, Mayor DeStefano of Middletown proclaimed his city to be “open for business”. Beacon needs to do the same.

Marcia Frahman – 19 North Street. She is the cochair of the city’s Commission on Human Relations. Their role is to combat discrimination. They meet once on the first Wednesday of each month, and they also offer a telephone number in which residents can confidentially call to discuss incidents. They are currently seeking new commissioners – applications can be found in City Hall.

Dennis Moroney – 439 Fishkill Avenue. The Pub Crawl improved this year. He spoke of excessive force used by police at the 2009 event, in which individuals were Tasered despite already being handcuffed, and this should be investigated further. He expressed his displeasure that one councilman supported these tactics at the last council meeting. 

Tom Baldino – 19 North Street. Speaking as the chairman of the Conservation Advisory Council, he expressed his support for the solar panel project at City Hall as a good thing that will pay off in the future. He also spoke of the city’s zero waste experiment. Currently, there are nine members on the CAC; they are aiming for fifteen. In conclusion, the CAC is accomplishing things and the mayor should get credit for his role.

Candelario Diaz – 803 Meadow Ridge Circle. Where do we stand on the taxi ordinance? It’s been under consideration for seven months. Middletown and Newburgh have settled their taxi situation; Beacon must address it as well. There is anarchy at the train station each day.
Jim Korn – 19 South Brett Street. Pertaining to the proposed development at 2 and 10 East Main Street: he had thought the public would have access to the site once the project was completed, but at the last planning board meeting indications were given that the developer was planning a gated community. He strongly disagrees, believing that the walkway should go through the development, at least on the west side of the creek, thereby permitting a continuous view of the creek.
Linda Niver Murphy – 29 Verplanck Avenue. She’s been working to sign people up to be organ donors for the past three years. She provides pins to those who sign up, and sells her home-made scarves in order to raise money for the pins. She offers thanks to the businesses that support her work. The Pub Crawl in particular is essential to her signup efforts; she has signed up several hundred new donors over the last three Crawls. Phone number to reach her about assisting her efforts is 838-2712. 

Luc Stampleman – 11 West Church Street. He is speaking on behalf of the homeowners on West Church Street. Council Member Landisi has previously met with them to address their concerns and suggested they address the entire council. The residents are worried about the condition and safety of the roads and sidewalks. The slate section of sidewalk has been completely overgrown by grass and weeds, so people walk in the street. There is also insufficient lighting: there’s only two lights on the street, and one barely works. The result is a large dark section of street in between the lights. Additionally, the volume and direction of traffic on West Church is a concern. Since it’s a continuation of Beekman Street, there is heavy commuter and taxi traffic – more than 15-20 taxis go down the street each rush hour. Cars take the street too quickly, despite the steep hill and blind approach in an area where kids may be playing on or adjacent to the street. The residents therefore have the following requests:

· Turn West Church into a one-way street (westbound)

· Resurface the street and replace the sidewalks

· Additional new streetlights, and repair the existing lights

He and his fellow residents understand the current financial constraints, but they ask that they be placed near the top of the list for street improvements when funds become available.

Public Hearings:

TOD Parking – continued from April 5.

Lou Amoroso – 40 Vail Avenue. Will any of this parking accommodate citizens of Beacon? Will there be lower rates, no rates or preference given to residents? It’s too hard for locals to find parking to take the occasional train right now. Will stickers be considered as a means of identifying residents parking in this area? Rates should be set by city, not MTA. Mayor Gold asked the City Attorney to clarify that the law simply pertained to parking density, not fees or the question of who would be paying them. Mayor Gold also mentioned that the planned radius of 2500 feet for TOD parking might take in areas they would rather not impact.

Motion by Council Member Pasti to adjourn, seconded by Council Member Casale. All voted in favor of adjourning public hearing to May 3.



Parking Fee Ordinance
The City Attorney noted the police chief’s recommendation that parking fees be raised to bring Beacon in line with neighboring communities. 

No residents stepped forward to speak.

Motion by Council Member Casale to close public hearing, seconded by Council Member Fredericks. All council members voted in favor of closing public hearing.



Reports by the Mayor and Council:

Mayor Gold
1. Met with a realty firm on April 7. Their client is well-financed destination grocer interested in the space between the Veteran’s Building and Yankee Clipper.
2. Attended an MLK info meeting on April 7. They are interested in moving their youth and seniors programs to the St. Luke’s meeting room, where they’ll have more room for programs and activities. Council Members Casale, Landisi, Mansfield and Pasti were also present.
3. Attended the Beacon City Arts meeting on April 7 to discuss the new vistor’s center and a possible public art ordinance. Council Members Mansfield and Pasti also attended.
4. The library election took place on April 8. Congratulations on the budget’s passage and to new members of the Board of Trustees. Thank you to the outgoing members. 
5. Attended the Beacon Volunteer Ambulance Corps (BVAC) breakfast at Dutchess Manor on April 11. Thank you for saving lives and money, and thank you to the XXXXXX family for hosting.
6. Performed fourth marriage of the year on April 13.
7. Met with a consulting firm on April 14 regarding conducting a study on fire department organization and operations. Their work is underway, and they will soon meet with the three fire companies. They have already met with the city council. After that, they will meet with a blue-ribbon panel of Beacon fire department experts. They will then present their findings to the City Council.
8. Met with the new temporary leader of Channel 22 on April 14. Her name is Stefanie Schappert and she is experienced in media broadcasting and journalism, with previous work at Fox News and NY1. The City is now managing these broadcasts instead of the school district. An ad-hoc committee has been formed to establish a mission statement, operational guidelines and an organization structure for the city.
9. Met with the Mount Beacon Incline Railway Restoration Society on April 14 and 15th. They reviewed plans and set goals for 2010. This coming Friday, he and the Society will be meeting with a company proposing to conduct a historical restoration of the railway, which will be the third-steepest such railway in the world and the steepest on the east coast.
10. Met with Captain Dolores Gonzalez of the Salvation Army. She is interested in expanding their local services. There will be further discussion on this going forward.
11. Introduced a representative from the state Attorney General’s office to seniors at St. John’s Church on April 16. The discussion focused on identity theft. Citizens should contact the AG’s Poughkeepsie office with questions or incidents. 
12. Remember the Beacon Barks Parade on Saturday as well as the Stony Kill Farm Earth Day celebration where you can show your support for keeping Stony Kill open. The groundbreaking for the Visitor’s Center commences tomorrow. Congratulations to all those who have helped with the Visitor’s Center, including George Mansfield, Norm MacLeod, Irise Siegel and Sara Pasti.
Council Member Landisi – Ward One
1. Great turnout at BVAC brunch.

2. Thanks to Tim Dexter for dealing with the code violation on Tilden Street, where garbage was being placed streetside much too early.

3. Received a call from Congressman Hall’s grant writer regarding looking into potential grants for the Fire Department. Information has been provided to Mayor; Administrator will be in touch with Congressman Hall’s office.

4. Monell Place and a portion of Lafayette Avenue are having a problem with loud noise from tractor trailers approaching the toll booths. The noise is caused by jake-braking. Residents want Beacon to contact the Bridge Authority and ask for a “No Jake-Braking” signs on the approach to toll booths. Mayor Gold mentioned that Beacon resident Vane Lashua is on the Bridge Authority. Additionally, he has known the Bridge Authority director, Joe Ruggiero, for many years. He will follow up.

5. Received a memo from Father Frank at St. Luke’s after the April 7 MLK meeting. They have applications to the diocese for money for windows, fencing, and stage curtains. A structural engineer has been on site and deemed it ready to move forward with recommended improvements. Everyone involved is in favor of moving the MLK programs to their facilities.

6. Thanks to West Church Street residents for presenting their concerns in a positive manner; hopefully we can help them.

7. Requested that the Taxi Ordinance be on next week’s agenda. It’s chaos at the train station, and Beacon residents who are taxi drivers are losing money. Mayor Gold stated that it’s better to do it right then to do it right away. It’s been difficult getting in touch with Chief Scofield for his input. It is indeed penciled in for the next workshop.

8. No one has responded to him regarding providing hot meals to Forrestal residents. 

Council Member Kelly – Ward Two
1. Met with Fire study consultant on Wednesday night along with Council Members Landisi and Pasti. He stressed the need for efficiency as well as effectiveness in fire service. Those present agreed that a new firehouse was needed to consolidate the three departments, but this is unrealistic in current economy. While he does not support a spending freeze right now, extra prudence is required. There have already been unexpected public safety costs this year, thanks to the winter storm.

2. Along with Mayor Gold and Council Member Casale, he met with South Avenue residents and a sewage treatment consultant about odor from the sewage plant. They are seeking a temporary plan to mitigate the odor. A cap would be the ideal solution, but it would be too expensive in the current economic climate. This and other projects cannot be put off indefinitely. The city is seeking stimulus money but it’s tougher to come by than the media might indicate. An austerity plan is needed to establish priorities and make down payments on essential projects. 

3. Thanks to Dutchess Manor for the BVAC fundraiser.

Council Member Mansfield – At Large

1. Confirmed the Visitor’s Center groundbreaking ceremony for the following day, and indicated that construction should be done by June. Pat Kerr’s mason apprentices will be working on the project. Montfort Brothers of Fishkill is donating the materials for the foundation, while Bank Square Coffeehouse is providing free beverages to the workers. He’s inspired by the spirit of volunteerism in the city.

2. Announced that the Community Cat Coalition will have a table at the Beacon Dog Parade this Saturday.

3. Currently working with the owners of the Open Space Gallery to transform the concrete blocks by the train station. These are owned by the Ninni Family, and they’ll now be turned into a “Welcome to Beacon” side with 18 artists each working on one block.

4. Visited the soccer fields with Pat Kerr, the league’s original founder. It’s an impressive field – another example of the community supporting a need. 

5. Now that the weather is warming, he is receiving many calls complaining of noisy neighbors. One family has left, other property owners have lost tenants over the excessive noise. There is a feeling of helplessness – what can the city do besides calling the cops? Are there pressures that can be brought to bear on landlords?

6. Judged Claywood and Cotton’s Cookie Fest. It was a successful afternoon.

Council Member Fredericks – At Large

1. She expressed her thanks for sympathy on her dad’s passing.

2. An order of Masons – Hebron Masons, she believes - conducted a great Easter Egg hunt at Riverfront Park on Easter weekend with refreshments.

3. Also attended the delicious BVAC brunch.

4. Second Saturday was very successful this month. The city was completely full for the day, and is clearly thriving.

5. The tennis courts at the riverfront are filled with garbage. There’s also a lot of garbage along Matteawan Road and at the high school’s tennis court. Some sort of community service is needed – perhaps the women from Fishkill Correctional, or people who receive tickets in the city. 

6. A constituent on Barrett Place complained that cars are driving too fast on the road. It’s a dangerous road for little children. He would like speed bumps installed, but the city administrator indicated that this was illegal. She also echoed the sentiments of the West Church Street residents and indicated further that speed was also a dangerous issue on Matteawan Road where it seems like people are driving 50 mph down a hill with lots of children around.

7. She agreed that the Council needs to act promptly on the taxi ordinance. 

8. The city seems to have  forgotten about dealing with city cars being operated for personal use. This needs to be revisited. Mayor Gold indicated that the city was taking this up as an administrative issue.

9. At the Beacon Barks parade on Saturday, she’ll be manning a table with information on adding pets to one’s estate plan.

Council Member Casale – Ward Three

1. Thanks to volunteers for their work on the welcome center.

2. The siding is still not up on the concession stand for girls’ softball at Memorial Field. What’s the holdup and what’s the estimated time of completion?

3. He asked for a budget printout at the last meeting; he wants one after each quarter so he can see how the city is doing on each budget item. Mayor Gold indicated that the city administrator is on vacation, but she has looked into the fund balance and it hasn’t changed since the end of 2009.

4. On the matter of noise, the city passed a noise ordinance that needs to be better enforced. Years ago, the city attorney talked about a nuisance ordinance that would allow the city to act against repeat offenders. Perhaps this should be revisited.

5. Attended the recreation committee meeting Tuesday night. They discussed the following: 

a. Putting new basketball courts at Memorial Park. 

b. Replacing the swings at Riverfront Park - he wants the city to follow up on this from previous meetings.

c.  There will be a citywide yard sale on June 5 – contact Mark Price for details. There will be a map of each sale, and a $10 registration fee.

d. WePlay is putting up a new sign; a graffiti-proof coating has been suggested to ward off or at least undo vandalism.

e. The Riverfest concert will take place on June 26.

6. He called the Highway Department several weeks ago about streetlights being out at both corners of Main and South Chestnut. Central Hudson is being paid for these lights whether they’re operating or not, and they need to respond quickly to fix them.

Council Member Pasti – Ward Four

1. Thanks to DPW and Tim Dexter and his crew on two counts:

a. For following up on 45 Rector Street, a building in serious disrepair. They’ve made progress, as the council now has on its agenda a resolution authorizing the city to file suit in State Supreme Court to force the property owner to remedy the situation or tear down the building. The city would then be empowered to act if the property owner fails to do so. 

b. For the removal of a large dumpster from her neighborhood. Tim Dexter and his crew worked diligently on the realtor to get it removed.

2. She has a cell phone number for a Central Hudson worker who is responsible for Beacon.  

3. Following her attendance at the MLK information session, she is gratified by the partnership developing between St. Luke’s, St. Andrew’s and the MLK Cultural Center.

4. Mentioned several upcoming events:

a. April 25 -10:00-1:00: First Spring Hike with the Mount Beacon Incline Society

b. April 25 - Opening Day at Mount Gulian (Fishkill)

c. April 30 – 8:00: benefit concert for Riverfest at Howland Cultural Center



Mayor Gold’s Response to Public Comments and Other Matters:

1. He was surprised to learn that they had met. The city attorney would be coming to their next meeting to help them in their formulation phase, as he is supposed to provide their legal guidance.

2. There has long been an open city boat ramp by the Sloop Club. The city will consider trailer parking while developing a harbor management plan.

3. The Middletown mayor’s words and actions are great, but the cities are in very different situations. Middletown is trying to attract business, while Beacon has relatively few available properties right now and is trying to control what comes in. Zoning is currently the priority so that as Beacon builds out, it does so properly, with the businesses it wants. 

4. Regarding the zero-waste program mentioned by the CAC chair, the pilot is being conducted at no cost to the city – despite the high cost to Royal Carting. Also of note in terms of environmental projects: the potential single-stream recycling center would greatly ease and expand recycling for city residents.

5. The purchase of the old high school building is moving along well. A contract has been signed between the buyer and the school district. A pending zoning change will allow the building to be used as a museum. 

6. The administration is pursuing $500,000 owed to the city by the state for the long-ago Route 9D project. So far, $200,000 has been earned in interest. The city is expecting a good chunk in a few weeks, with the remainder coming of the completion of pending litigation.



New Business - Resolutions:

Resolution 51 of 2010: In support of the Chamber of Commerce Main Street Grant Application.

Motion by Council Member Kelly to approve, seconded by Council Member Casale.

Discussion: Council Member Pasti asked if the $35,000 for facade improvement funds would be a gift or a paid loan. The City Attorney specified that these funds were being allocated, not awarded – the normal process still needs to be undergone for a property owner to receive the funds. These are being set aside for the property owners involved in the Main Street grant application to apply for. Mayor Gold confirmed that there would be no changes to the facade program at this time. Council Member Kelly stated that the money is already available; few property owners apply for it. Those involved with the grant can apply for it; as can everyone else, Mayor Gold responded. Council Member Mansfield clarified that if there’s a run on the program, this $35,000 will remain for the grant’s targeted area.

All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Resolution 52 of 2010: To Approve An Agreement Between the Scenic Hudson Land Trust and Architecture Research Office, LLC.

Motion by Council Member Kelly to approve, seconded by Council Member Landisi.

Discussion: Council Member Pasti thanked Scenic Hudson for all their work, energy and generosity toward improving Beacon.

All voted in favor. Motion passed.
Resolution 53 of 2010: To Approve An Agreement with the Scenic Hudson Land Trust in Regards to Marine Improvements (includes beach and bulkhead).

Motion by Council Member Kelly to approve, seconded by Council Member Pasti.

All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Resolution 54 of 2010: To Approve An Agreement with the Scenic Hudson Land Trust in Regards to Public Amenities.

Motion by Council Member Kelly to approve, seconded by Council Member Pasti.

All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Resolution 55 of 2010: To Approve An Agreement with the Scenic Hudson Land Trust in Regards to Park Amenities (includes meadow, pathways, kayak/canoe launch).

Motion by Council Member Kelly to approve, seconded by Council Member Landisi.

All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Resolution 56 of 2010: To Approve an Agreement with Richard Wolf for Legal Services.

Motion by Council Member Kelly to approve, seconded by Council Member Fredericks.

Discussion: Council Member Casale stated the city would be better served by using one attorney/firm for planning, zoning and council projects rather than splitting up these responsibilities. Council Member Mansfield agreed, saying that too much communication will be involved in forthcoming projects and pressing issues to lose time going back and forth between firms.

Roll Call: Yes – 4 (Fredericks, Gold, Kelly, Landisi); No – 3 (Casale, Mansfield, Pasti). Motion passed, 4-3.
Resolution 57 of 2010: To Authorize Commencement of a Supreme Court Action Regarding the Premises Located at 45 Rector Street.

Motion by Council Member Pasti to approve, seconded by Council Member Mansfield.

Discussion: Council Member Kelly clarified that the city is taking action in the Supreme Court to get permission to tear the building down. The City Attorney said that there were two prongs: first, to compel the property owner to remove the unsafe building himself and second, failing that, to have the Supreme Court grant the city permission to tear it down and recover funds from the property owner via tax lien. Council Member Kelly then asked what happens if the property owner completely walks away, without paying the tax lien. The City Attorney stated that the city would then go through In Rem proceedings. At some point, the city gets its money back. Council Member Kelly asked if the demolition would be contracted out, or done by the city itself? This is the understanding of the city attorney, but he had not yet checked with Tim Dexter to confirm this. Council Member Kelly expressed that he did not want the city to end up with a deficit from the costs of the demolition, and asked if the expectation was that the sale of the property would cover the cost of the demolition. This was confirmed by the City Attorney. Council Member Kelly is concerned that other owners will be walking away from properties given the economic climate. On this point, the City Attorney mentioned a new state law that imposes on financial institutions the burden to maintain properties with no lender/mortgage of record that they’re foreclosing upon. This law is as yet untested as to its constitutionality but may prove relevant to the city going forward.

All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Resolution 58 of 2010: To Amend the Contract with WSP Sells Concerning Engineering Services for the Teller/Fishkill Avenue Road Projects. 

Motion by Council Member Pasti to approve, seconded by Council Member Kelly.

Discussion: The City Attorney explained that previously, survey work was not required beyond the sidewalk area on projects. Now, an old law is being enforced to require that surveying work determine if right-of-ways or private properties are involved, followed by the appropriate mapping and communication with the relevant property owners. The contract in question is paying for surveying work to be done by September so the project can proceed in a timely fashion. There will be additional funding from the county for this work. Council Member Casale asked if this means the city will be reimbursed, and the City Attorney said that there’s no guarantee – but funds are available and will be sought after. The City Administrator must submit the paperwork and the county legislature must vote. Council Member Casale said that this meant $70,000 would come out of the fund balance. Mayor Gold confirmed this, saying that the city was obligated and could not simply walk away from the project.

All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Resolution 59 of 2010: To Set a Public Hearing for the Roundhouse at Beacon Falls project (Special Use Permit) at 2 and 10 East Main Street.

Motion by Council Member Casale to set a hearing, seconded by Council Member Pasti. 

Discussion: Mayor Gold stated that he had met with the developer/owner, who is offering the space across the creek on the Main Street side as a park for the city. There are no plans to obstruct passage through the property, but the owner may take such steps if a nuisance develops that hinders their business. This will be discussed at next week’s workshop.

All voted in favor. Motion passed. 



Local Laws and Ordinances: 

Regarding Parking for Proposed Development Projects within Proximity of the Train Station.

Discussion: Mayor Gold stated that the Public Hearing has been adjourned, so this must be tabled.
Motion by Council Member Pasti to table, seconded by Council Member Fredericks. 

All voted in favor of tabling.

Local Law #3, Resolution 60 of 2010: Regarding Parking Fee Ordinance.

Motion by Council Member Kelly to approve, seconded by Council Member Mansfield. 

All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Ratifications / Appointments:

Mayor Gold requested than an item be added to the agenda: Lewis Tompkins Hose Company would like to add Russell Joseph Jr. to junior active firefighter status. This is an important step in bringing more people into the fire company.

Motion by Council Member Casale to add to the agenda, seconded by Council Member Landisi.   

All voted in favor of adding this ratification to the agenda.
Mayor Gold then asked if the public would like to speak on this matter now that it was placed on the agenda; none stepped forward.

Motion by Council Member Kelly to adopt this ratification, seconded by Council Member Casale.

All voted in favor. Ratification adopted as Resolution 61 of 2010.



Announcements

Grievance Day for the City of Beacon is the fourth Wednesday of May, 5/26/2010.

Annual City-Wide Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, June 5.

A TOD Meeting with the City Council, Main Street Corridor Committee and Beacon Deserves Better Committee will take place on Wednesday, April 21 at 7:00. The location will be the Tompkins Hose Fire House.



Budget Amendments

1. Amend the General Fund Balance (Code: A0911) in the amount of $42,000 for the Solar Panel Project (Code: H8410.240004.2705). This project is a total of $137,480. There is a grant from the U.S. Department of Energy in the amount of $66,605 and NYSERDA was originally contributing $70,875. Due to a recent change, NYSERDA will be contributing $28,875 and the City of Beacon will need to cover the balance of $42,000.
Motion by Council Member Pasti to amend budget, seconded by Council Member Kelly.

Discussion: Council Member Kelly asked to have his memory refreshed as to why NYSERDA changed their contribution. Mayor Gold replied that the state lacks the money and reduced the grants accordingly. The city needs to allocate the money in a timely fashion. Council Member Landisi asked if the city could wait 3-4 weeks, given that money should be coming from the state for the 9D project. Mayor Gold responded that the timing was imprecise for the 9D money, but that the money was in the general fund balance for this. He would not be inclined to make decisions contingent on the 9D money. Council Member Kelly stated that it was his assumption that the city would break even in 10 years on its investment, and Mayor Gold confirmed this, saying that just like a homeowner, the city would pay up front for this and in a number of years it would pay for itself. The life expectancy for the panels is much longer than 10 years. Council Member Kelly mentioned that solar is consistently economical relative to wind, so this is a better choice among the alternative energy options available. Council Member Casale expressed his concern about taking more money out of the fund balance. He said that while $1.3 million sounds like a lot, the city had $5.5 million 3-4 years ago. The council is taking chunks out at every meeting. Forthcoming retirements that will be paid out will cost a lot too, and they haven’t been budgeted for yet. So that million is not a lot; things will come up that will cost the city. The panels are a good idea, but a homeowner who didn’t have the money up front wouldn’t do something even if it was a good idea in the long run, and we need to think like homeowners do. Mayor Gold repeated that the city does have the money; $42,000 is not bankrupting the fund balance. To this, Council Member Casale responded that tonight, the Council has already spent over $100,000 from the general fund – things they had to do, but they add up quickly. Council Member Mansfield inquired as to whether the city could try to collect the money from the public, but the mayor stated that the city was already raising money for fireworks. While different people might be interested in donating to this, as Council Member Mansfield indicated, Mayor Gold said that time was too short. Council Member Kelly expressed that if this were merely symbolic, he would not support it. But it’s economical, with bang for the buck in both the short- and long-term. Council Member Landisi stated that personally, he thinks the solar panels are good. But he’s more concerned about protecting the fund balance in the short term, and therefore he’s not inclined to spend $42 million more right now. 

Roll Call: Yes – 5 (Fredericks, Gold, Kelly, Mansfield, Pasti); No – 2 (Casale, Landisi). Motion passed, 5-2.

2. Amend the General Fund Budget by transferring $7,101 from Attorney Civil Action expense (Code: A1420.456500) to the Attorney Base Proportion Legal expense (Code: A1320.450450). This is to cover legal bills from Towne, Ryan and Partners for their services regarding this case.

Motion by Council Member Mansfield to amend budget, seconded by Council Member Pasti.
Discussion: Council Member Casale stated that this was another $7,100 out of the fund balance, and that he was done taking money from the fund balance. Mayor Gold reminded the council that this cost was to defend the city from litigation. Council Member Casale said that the city would be broke by mid-year at this rate, while Council Member Kelly said that the city would be broke if it lost this case. All three members involved in the discussion agreed that the city shouldn’t be in this case.

Roll Call: Yes – 5 (Fredericks, Gold, Kelly, Mansfield, Pasti); No – 2 (Casale, Landisi). Motion passed, 5-2.
3. Amend the Sewer Fund Budget by transferring $11,750 from the Water Pollution Control Repairs of Equipment expense (Code: G8130.447200) to the Water Pollution Control Risk Management Plan expense (Code: G8310.444101). This transfer is necessary to cover the cost of preparing the plan as required by the E.P.A.

Motion by Council Member Kelly to amend budget, seconded by Council Member Pasti.

Discussion: Council Member Casale said that we’re taking $50,000 out of the equipment repair budget – does anyone know how much is left? If we only had $70,000 and we remove $50,000, we’ll have to go back to the fund balance if repairs are needed. Council Member Landisi stated that he had asked the same question last week, and the City Administrator indicated that there were sufficient funds in the budget. Council Member Pasti said that these things are required; we don’t have much choice. Council Member Kelly observed that there is a health sewer fund balance available if additional repairs were needed. Council Member Casale replied that if the fund was healthy, why did we raise the sewer tax of 6%? Council Member Kelly pointed out that the City was trying to build up the fund for a large sewer cap bonding. Council Member Casale asked why the money was coming out of the balance, and referred to this as “monkey-managing.” Council Member Kelly stated that there was no need to go to the fund if the money was in the budget.

Roll Call: Yes – 6 (Fredericks, Gold, Kelly, Landisi, Mansfield, Pasti); No – 2 (Casale). Motion Passed, 6-1.

4. Amend the Sewer Fund Budget by transferring $38,000 from the Sewer Repair of Equipment expense (Code: G8130.447200) to the Sewer Digester Cleaning expense (Code: G8130.446601). This is to cover the cost of emergency repairs by Spectraserv, Inc. to fix the aerator pipes that were found to be damaged upon emptying the tank.

Motion by Council Member Kelly to amend budget, seconded by Council Member Pasti.

Discussion: Mayor Gold explained that a filter was not being used, leading to insufficient oxygen entering the tank. This results in increased odor.

Roll Call: Yes – 6 (Fredericks, Gold, Kelly, Landisi, Mansfield, Pasti); No – 2 (Casale). Motion Passed, 6-1.



Second Opportunity for Public Comments: Pertaining to any item.  Maximum time for individual comment is Five Minutes.
Lou Amoroso – 40 Vail Avenue. Has the city received a letter of approval from the property owner for putting the “Welcome to Beacon” sign on his property? Was the visitor’s park ever dedicated as a park? Were procedures followed for putting a building there? The parking situation between Main and Verplanck was not addressed tonight. He resents the third speaker – during the first public comment – for her words “Now on a positive note,” as they serve to start an argument by implying that the previous speakers were negative. He is still waiting for a meeting with the mayor, administrator and attorney regarding a bill from the planning board. It’s been six months now, and he’s getting beat around the bush. It takes too long for the administration to get back to the public. The Clearwater boat ramp is insufficient, as pilings will rip a boat apart when submerged at high tide. It’s also in the traffic of the Newburgh-Beacon Ferry. These are hazardous conditions being created by the council. Lastly, the $137,000 solar panel project will be over-budget. Every project comes in over-time and over-budget. 

John Forman – 60 East Willow Street. There will be a Community Forum this Saturday at St. Joachim’s School from 10:30 to 3:00. The topic will be children’s mental health. Lunch and daycare will be provided. This is being put on by Legislator Mike Kelsey. Junior Baseball launches Saturday morning. He will be emceeing the parade, which starts at 9:00 at the DMV building. The mayor and council are invited to the parade.



Additional Announcements

There will be a TOD Meeting at Tompkins Fire House at 7:00 on Wednesday, April 21. The city council will meet with the Beacon Deserves Better and Main Street Corridor committees. This is open to the public, but only invited speakers will be able to speak. The time has been changed from 6:00.

There will be a Traffic Safety Committee meeting at 2 p.m. downstairs.



Next Workshop: April 26, 2010

Next Council Meeting: May 3, 2010.


Adjournment

Motion to adjourn made by Council Member Kelly; second unknown. All voted in favor to adjourn meeting.



Respectfully submitted,

Brian D. Kelly
Interim Executive Assistant to Mayor Steve K. Gold

