
City of Beacon Council Minutes  July 20, 2009 

Page 1 of 30 

 

 Regular Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Beacon City Council held at the Municipal Center, One Municipal Plaza on  
July 20, 2009 was called to order beginning with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 
Council Members Present:   
Mayor Steve K. Gold 
Casale, Randy – Council Member – Ward Three 
Fredericks, Marlene – Council Member – At Large 

Kelly, Charles – Council Member - Ward Two 
Leake, Deanna – Council Member – Ward One 
Pasti, Sara – Council Member – Ward Four 

 
Excused: 
Thompson, Eleanor – Council Member – At Large  
 
Also Present: 
City Administrator – Meredith Robson – Excused  
Acting City Administrator – Timothy Dexter 

City Attorney – Richard Wolf 

 
Media Represented by: Residents at Beginning of Meeting: 39 
Goldie Green – Beacon Free Press
 
First Opportunity for Public Comments:  Pertaining to any, item Maximum time for this section is 
thirty minutes.  Maximum time for individual public comment is three minutes. 
 
Peter Iannelli – Miller Street – Noise Ordinance – There are three homes proposed to be constructed in front 
of his home.  The present ordinance states that construction can begin at 7am – 9pm, six days a week.  
Concerned with quality of life issues.  Mayor Steve K. Gold suggested to call the office and leave his email 
address and the Mayor will sent the Amended Noise Ordinance and it will also be placed on the City Web-Site – 
www.cityofbeacon.org.  
 
George Mansfield – Churchill Street – Spring Valley Block Association had a meeting, Detective Donald 
Williams, Community Relations of the City of Beacon Police was present.  Concerns:  Crimes, Drugs, Speeding, 
Noise and basic quality of life issues.  Mr. Mansfield thanked Detective Williams for his participation and 
telling all of us that we as citizens are the eyes and ears of the Community.  And encouraged all citizens not to 
be hesitant to report anything to the City of Beacon Police 845-831-4111.  This gives them the ability to 
observe patterns.  The Spring Valley Block Association along with the Fishkill Creek Watershed Committee will 
be posting a creek clean-up on Sunday.  They will be in the creek pulling out shopping carts, lawn mowers and 
any other debris. 
 
Clark Gebman – 2 Wilson Street – On the Record “Wishing all a Good Evening, in addition, wishing you Good 
Will”.   Mr. Dexter and I met early this evening, observing that the City is of the position to the attorney, that 
there is currently no claim by myself against the City of Beacon.  There are many issues and would like to 
resolve these issues this week.  This Council is solely responsible for the fact that the Federal Clean Water Act is 
being violated.   
 
Shelly Tween, Eilah Elan, Lucy Tween and Hannah 46 Buchanan Street– The girls attend the Beacon 
Community Camp.  I teach at the camp, which is my second year.  I appreciate working with the children in our 
City.  I have been in morning about being at the University Settlement Camp.  It was wonderful to be there last 
year at the pool and to build relationships there.  I am asking the City Council to help us to get onto USC 
property so the Community Center can serve Beacon’s children.  The children spoke to the Council regarding 
what they liked about the USC.  “I liked being underwater, as it is really quiet.”  Mayor Steve K. Gold, stated 
that he and the Council have good news, there was a slight delay because the County had to perform an 
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inspection and issue permits.  These permits were issued today, starting Monday in one week you will be back 
at the USC having fun for the rest of the summer. 
 
Adam Dohrenand- 67 Maple Avenue, Woodridge NY – Comes today regarding all the hard work down at 
the USC.  The BCC does not have a lot of the amenities, or a pool, but the USC has so much to offer.  Over the 
years BCC has strived to provide a quality camp.  The location makes or breaks the camp.  It seems like there is 
a lack of communication with the municipal government.  When I call no person says one thing, another says 
something else, and then yet another has not a clue what I am talking about.  Staff really needs to know what 
is going on so they can answer constituent’s questions with knowledge. 
 
Sarah Elizabeth – 102 Rombout Avenue – Assistant Director at the BCC, wanted to thank all of the Council 
for all the efforts they have put forth to make this happen for the BCC to go to the USC.  Willing to work hard 
and to fiqure out what it is the City of Beacon needs are at the USC and hopefully they can help.  Mayor Steve K. 
Gold responded that it was hard for the Council as they are not experienced in running a camp or what the fee 
structure should have been.  We were very creative by offering the BCC and to all the other camps that would 
be interested. 
 
Denise Gold – 44 North Cedar Street – A new resident to Beacon.  Very excited to call Beacon her home, it is 
a beautiful place.   The reason I am here is to voice her concerns regarding keeping her neighborhood clean.  
Because of the tremendous amounts of rain, to put the lawn bags out with the brush, twigs, etc.  it seems it is 
not being picked up by the City.  I was told that the time has passed for this type of service.  Requesting an 
extension, as of the amount of rain we had, residents could not do too much lawn and garden work?  In 
addition, would like to put it on record to inform the community at large that the Southern Dutchess NAACP is 
back and running and thriving, have over thirty eight members.  Meet every third Thursday of the month at 
seven fifteen at St. Johns Church on Willow Street.  Very proud to be the Public Relations Person for this 
organization.  Mayor Steve K. Gold stated that he would look into the leaf, brush pickup. 
 
___________ - Forty years ago I was at the USC teaching the children.  One of the first working with the 
Clearwater, and working with Pete Seeger since.  Background is a Native American Indian, so we are doing 
Native American programs with the children, hands on projects.  Willing to help out in any way, renovations, 
etc.  When I lived up in Woodstock, there was a Thanksgiving Program, which has been very successful to feed 
the three hundred and more a year.  Would like to start a program in the City of Beacon for folks who have 
nowhere to go to enjoy a Thanksgiving Dinner.  Mayor Steve K. Gold suggested to call his office 845-838-5010, 
so we can talk about this program further, and to see if there are any other organizations that can help. 
 
Kathy Deuterman – 27 South Brett Street – There is seven other neighborhoods that are requesting 
Community Watch Areas.  There will be a large community watch meeting next week, Tuesday, July 28th, 7pm 
at Christ United Methodist Church on Philips Street.  Pastor Beck has been very gracious opening the church 
up for us.  I have been communicating with Chief Scofield, and hope for others to go out to the streets that I 
have requested.   As of right now, we have Round Tree Court, Angela Court, Spring Valley Street, Center Street, 
Eliza Street, other part of South Brett Street and West Center Street are all very interested.  Unfortunately the 
economic times make this more necessary than before.  We all have to stick together, and take our 
neighborhoods back, block by block, and we need to learn to tell what we see.  Two week from this evening is 
“National Night Out” at Memorial Field, this year our sponsor is the Newburgh Target Store.  This 
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organization is sending twenty volunteers; they are going to set up face painting, sending give always. Two 
musical groups will be performing.   
 

Public Hearings:  NONE 
 

Community Segment: None 
 

Minutes of June 1, 2009 Motion to Approve, by Council Member Pasti, seconded by Council Member 
Fredericks, All present voted in Favor 
 

Minutes of June 15, 2009 – Tabled as it was only received today. 
 

Communication / All Reports from Mayor and Council Members Located at the end of the Minutes 
 

Public Comments Pertaining to This Agenda Only:  Up to Five Minutes per Person 
 
____________ - 30 Maple Street And I come tonight regarding the problems with the cats.  Has spoken with many 
neighbors on this street and they are feeding these cats.  Each resident that lives on this street is willing to help 
capture these felines.  
 
Clark Gebman – Wilson Street ) ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÎÅ ȰAuthorize Mayor to Sign Retainer 
Agreement with Towne, Bartkowski & Defio Kean, P.C. For Litigation Matters”.  There is no amount of money 
listed.  Suggestion, respond to Council Member Casale request on the cost of Hiddenbrooke is.  The public 
would like to know the answer to that question. Requesting that the Council prior to passing this Resolution 
that the public would like to know what items is being spend on, including how much to date. 
 
As far as the Special Use Permit, I would like to point out to the Council as an interested party, ownership of 
land directly adjacent to the waterfront as a party of having ones view of the waterfront, and that I have not 
been notified to date of the Waterfront Development Plan.  I believe the property owners adjacent to the 
Waterfront deserve to have a meeting and how the waterfront can be developed as part of the property 
owner’s rights. 
 
Mayor Steve K. Gold, asked if the resolution in question has anything to do with Mr. Gebman’s litigation 
matters against the City.  The answer was “no”. 
 
Justin Riccobono – 30 Banks Street – Wanted to thank the Council for the “Dummy Light” (Free Standing 
Traffic Light) for putting it back into operation.  Last week it was stated that Central Hudson cut the electric 
to the Dummy Light, and it is going to cost the City of Beacon seven hundred dollars?  Why isn’t Central 
Hudson responsible for paying for this? 
 
Also, what is the criteria on which roads gets repaired first, how is that determined?  Regarding speeding, I live 
on Banks Street and there are many vehicles speeding to get to the train station in the morning, and would like 
to thank Council Member Leake for observing this one day.  I would request a Stop Sign at the top of the street.  
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Council Member Leake stated that she has reported this to Tony Furco, Traffic and Safety Committee and he 
also will look into this. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Local Laws and Ordinances:  NONE 
 

Resolutions: 
 
RESOLUTION 107 of 2009 TO APPROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has been developing comprehensive updates to departmental 
rules and regulations, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Beacon Labor Counsel has reviewed such updates; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Beacon, City Council has been given a presentation relative to the Rules and 

Regulations and has been given a copy of the complete documents, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Administrator recommends that the City Council approves such rules and 

regulations so that the New York State Accreditation process can begin;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Steve K. Gold as Mayor of the City of Beacon and the 

City Council of the City of Beacon hereby approves the Police Department rules and regulations completed 
in May 2009. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to APPROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT RULES AND 

REGULATIONS, Seconded by Council Member Pasti. 
 

ü Comments:  Council Member Casale wanted to thank Chief Scofield and Lieutenant Dowd for working 
on these Rules and Regulations.  I know I have held it up a few times, but all the questions now have 
been answered.  It is a living document that can be changed as need be.  But will be an asset for the 
City when the City receives the accreditation, which City of Beacon will be one of a few cities who 
receive accreditation.  Council Member Pasti, seconded Council Member Casale comments.  Council 
Member Kelly, commended the City of Beacon Police Department, this really sets the bar in standards 
for Police Departments in the Region.  We are on the way for making our Police Department a model 
for others.   Mayor Steve K. Gold explained that the Police Accreditation is a process that there are 
seventy of more criteria’s that have to be accountable for several times during the year.  We the 
Council are very proud of our Police Department.  This will make us a model in the Hudson Valley. 
 

ü All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
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Resolutions: 
Resolution 108 of 2009 TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN RETAINER AGREEMENT WITH TOWNE, 
BARTKOWSKI & DEFIO KEAN, P.C. FOR LITIGATION MATTERS 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined and agreed that the City shall be represented by the 
law firm of Towne, Bartkowski & DeFio Kean, P.C. in the matter of Miller/Guernsey v. City of Beacon. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Beacon is authorized to execute 

a retainer agreement with the said firm of such representation.   
 

RETAINER AGREEMENT 
 
 THIS IS A LEGAL BINDING CONTRACT 
 YOU SHOULD READ IT CAREFULLY 
 AND YOU MAY WISH TO  
 HAVE IT REVIEWED BY 
 INDEPENDENT COUNSEL BEFORE SIGNING 
 

THIS AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES by and between TOWNE, BARTKOWSKI & DEFIO KEAN, 
0Ȣ#Ȣ ɉȰ,Á× &ÉÒÍȱɊ ÁÎÄ CITY OF BEACON. 
 
 THE NATURE OF SERVICES TO BE RENDERED 
 

The client retains the Law Firm to render services in connection with their defense in the litigation 
regarding the Notice of Claim filed by Jon Car, Inc., and other related notices, lawsuits or claims relative 
alleged violations, irregularities or overpayments relative to the City Homestead Exemptions. 
 
  The client understands that this Retainer Agreement and any sums paid to the Law Firm pursuant 
hereto do not cover any services, which are not specifically set forth above.  The client understands that if 
ÁÎ ÁÐÐÅÁÌ ÉÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÌÁÉÍȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÅÎÔÅÒ Á ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ 2ÅÔÁÉÎÅÒ 
Agreement for the work associated therewith.  The work performed is independent of any insurance 
defense. 
 

 TERMS OF REPRESENTATION 
 

The client authorizes the Law Firm to take any steps which, in the sole direction of the Law Firm, 
ÁÒÅ ÄÅÅÍÅÄ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÏÒ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ 
 

The client understands that he or she is retaining the Law Firm, an organization consisting of a 
number of attorneys,  law clerks,  paralegals,  and support staff,  all of whom function as an integrated team 
for the purpose of providing the most effective legal representation. 
 

The client understands that no one particular member of the Law Firm is being retained but,  
rather,  the Law Firm,  as an entity is undertaking legal representation of the client pursuant to this 
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Retainer Agreement and that the Law Firm reserves the right to assign and delegate all aspects of such 
representation as the Law Firm,  in its sole discretion,  deems appropriate. 
 

Such assignment and delegation may include, but is not limited to, preparation of pleadings, 
motions, disclosure demands and responses, settlement negotiations, preparation of agreements, 
preparation and conduct of examinations before trial, court appearances, trial work, and any other matter 
deemed by the Law Firm to be appropriately delegated. 
 

Likewise, law clerks and paralegals are often called upon to assist in document production, file 
organization, preparation and review of financial statements and data, and such other duties as are 
assigned by the Law Firm. 
 

This team approach gives the client the benefit of the collective experience and strategic judgment 
of all attorneys and other professionals in the Law Firm, and also allows the case to move forward on a 
more efficient and cost-effective basis, due to the variable hourly rates set forth herein, than would be 
possible in the absence of such delegation. 
 

It is further specifically understood and agreed that the undersigned partner  will be in charge of, 
and responsible for, the administration of your matter, but it may well be assigned to an associate of the 
Law Firm or another partner of the Law Firm for day-to-day services, including, but not limited to, 
telephone calls and various paperwork.  All of the same, however, shall be reviewed by the partner in 
charge. 
 

The client understands that he or she controls any ultimate decision with respect to whether or not 
to accept or reject any particular settlement proposal.  Conversely, the client also understands that the Law 
Firm controls any decision which relates to ethical, strategic, or tactical considerations, and the client 
agrees to abide by the advice and decisions of the Law Firm with respect to such issues. 
 

The client agrees to fully cooperate with any attorney, paralegal, clerk, or other member of the staff 
of the Law Firm in the administration of the case.  The client also agrees to follow all instructions and 
advice which bear upon ethical, strategic, or tactical considerations or matters, as the same are determined 
solely within the discretion of the Law Firm. 
 

In the event that the client fails or refuses to follow such advice or instructions of the Law Firm in 
any respect, the client agrees that such failure or refusal shall be good cause for the Law Firm to withdraw 
its representation and the client hereby consents that the Law Firm may so withdraw under such 
circumstances. 
 

The Law Firm will keep the client informed of the status of his or her case, as well as any court 
appearances which may ensue. 
 

We shall keep you informed of the status of your case, and agree to explain the laws pertinent to 
your situation, the available course of action, and the attendant risks.  We shall notify you promptly of any 
developments in your case, including court appearances, and will be available for meetings and telephone 
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conversations with you at mutually convenient times.  We do insist that appointments be made for 
personal visits to our offices.  Copies of all papers will be supplied to you as they are prepared (unless you 
request to the contrary), and you will be billed a reasonable photocopy charge (at present, 25 cents per 
page) for these materials which will be included in your periodic billing. 
 

We acknowledge an obligation to provide you with copies of pleadings and correspondence relating 
to your case and will keep you apprised of its status. 
 

The client also understands that he or she may discharge the Law Firm at any time and, in such 
event, the client will be charged only for time and/or disbursements actually incurred by the Law Firm up 
to the point of discharge.  If, at that time, the Law Firm has not earned the full amount of any sum or sums 
advanced by the client, such unearned sum will be returned to the client. 
 
 PAYMENTS OF FEES 
 

The Law Firm has agreed to handle your matter based on the following hourly rates billed at 
1/10th of an hour: 
 

Partners -          $250.00  per hour       
Senior Associate     $225.00  per hour 
Associates -          $190.00  per hour  
Attorneys of Counsel -                 $250.00  per hour 
Law Clerks -    $75.00   per hour  
Paralegals -    $75.00   per hour 
Closing Coordinator -   $65.00   per hour 

 
In the event that it is determined that outside counsel should be engaged to handle any aspect of 

the legal representation of the client, such counsel shall be paid by the client at such rate as may be 
negotiated by the client or by the Law Firm on behalf of the client.  Absent an emergency situation, such 
outside counsel will not be engaged without the prior consent of the client. 
 

The client further understands that the hourly rates apply to all time expended relative to the 
ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÔÏȟ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÆÅrences, telephone calls and 
ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓȟ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÏÒ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȟ ÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÒ ÈÁÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÒ 
ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȟ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÁÎÄ ÒÅÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÏÒÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÃÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÄÉÎÇÓȟ ÍÏÔÉÏÎÓȟ 
disclosure demands and responses, affidavits and affirmations, or any other documents, memoranda, or 
ÐÁÐÅÒÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȟ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȟ ÃÏÕÒÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅÓȟ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓȟ ÆÉÌÅ ÒÅÖÉÅ×ȟ 
preparation time, travel time, and any other time expended on behalf of ÏÒ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ 
matter. 
 

!Ó ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÃÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,Á× &ÉÒÍȭÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
ÙÏÕȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,Á× &ÉÒÍȭÓ ÈÏÕÒÌÙ 
charges during the entire period of representation, the Law Firm herewith agrees to maintain the foregoing 
hourly rates for a period of eighteen (18) months.  Thereafter, the Law Firm shall have the right, at its sole 



City of Beacon Council Minutes  July 20, 2009 

 

  

discretion, to increase such rates and such increase shall be reflected on the next monthly invoice 
submitted to the client following the change.  The client understands that any increased rates will apply 
only to services which are rendered after such new rates go into effect. 
 

A minimum of .20 of an hour is applied to all telephone call time charges and a minimum time 
charge of .50 hour is applied to all office meetings and conferences, irrespective of the actual time 
expended with respect thereto, unless the actual time expended exceeds the minimum, in which event the 
client will be charged for the actual time expended. 
 

Each letter will be billed at a minimum of .20 hour and every telephone conversation at a minimum 
of .20 hour.  This amount has been arrived at as a result of calculating the time involved in retrieving the 
file, and examining the documents or letters required to dictate the letter or respond to the call, in addition 
to the time required to consider the problem arising from or to be dealt with in the call or letter. 
 

In addition to the foregoing, your responsibility will include direct payment or reimbursement of 
the Law Firm for disbursements advanced on your behalf, the same to include, but not necessarily be 
limited to, court filing fees, recording fees, charges of process servers, travel expenses, copying costs, 
messenger services, necessary secretarial overtime, transcripts and the customary fees of stenographers 
referable to examinations before trial in the event such examinations are utilized. 
 

In some instances, the stenographer regularly retained by the Law Firm for such examinations 
requires a $150.00 deposit for scheduled half-day examinations and $300.00 for the full day.  It is 
specifically understood and agreed that such payment shall be made by you directly to the stenographer 
prior to commencing such examination, and the same shall apply to all court filing fees. 
 

You will be billed periodically, generally each month but in no event less frequently than every 
thirty (30) days.  Included in the billing will be a detailed explanation of the services rendered, and the 
disbursements incurred by the Law Firm in connection with your matter.  Upon receipt of your bill, you are 
expected to review the bill and promptly bring to our attention any objections you may have to the bill.  
While we strive to keep perfectly accurate time records, we recognize the possibility of human error, and 
we shall discuss with you any objections you raise to our bill.  You will not be charged for time expended in 
discussing with us any aspect of the bill rendered to you. 
 

The client understands and agrees that he or she shall be solely responsible for timely payment of 
any and all bills rendered by the Law Firm, whether with respect to time and services, disbursements, or 
any other costs and expenses incurred.  Such disbursements are often substantial and may include, but are 
not limited to, the following:  investigative services, service of process, courier service, certified or express 
mail, Federal Express, Fax, stenographic services, filing fees, subpoena fees, retention of expert witness, 
appraisal reports, evaluation reports, and such other expenses as may be required to effectively handle the 
ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ 
 

You have been advised that in order for us to properly protect your interests, it may be necessary to 
retain outside experts such as appraisers, actuaries and accountants.  You will be responsible for the costs 
incurred for any such service which in some cases may have to be paid in advance depending upon the 
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requirements of the particular expert.  No expert or appraiser shall be retained without your prior 
approval.  
 

In order for us to properly protect your interests, and in light of our experience in litigation, it is 
important that we select or at least consent to the experts being retained in your matter.  Accordingly, you 
agree to procure our consent relative to the retention of any experts for your case. 
 

If you discontinue our services prior to a disposition of your matter by agreement or judgment of 
the court, if the matter is resolved by agreement or judgment or if the Law Firm is relieved as your 
attorneys by court order, any unearned portion of the retainer fee you advanced to the Law Firm shall be 
refunded to you. 
 

FILE RETENTION 
 

After our services conclude, the Law Firm will, ÕÐÏÎ #ÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȟ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÌÅ ɉÅØÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔɊ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÌÉÅÎÔȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÙ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÌÉÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 
possession.  If Client does not request the file for this matter, the Law Firm will retain it for a period of two 
(2) years after the matter is closed.  If the Client does not request delivery of the file for this matter before 
the end of the two year period, Attorneys will have no further obligation to retain the file and may, at the 
,Á× &ÉÒÍȭÓ ÄÉÓÃÒÅÔion, destroy it without further notice to the Client.  At any point during the two years 
period, the Client may request delivery of the file. 
 
 
 ARBITRATION OF FEE DISPUTES 

Should you dispute your bill at any time, you have the right to have the dispute resolved by binding 
Arbitration.  If there is a dispute, we will provide you with information concerning the Arbitration 
procedure. 
 
 SECURITY INTEREST 

While allowed by law after court approval, our office WILL NOT seek or accept a security interest in 
any property or proceeds. 
 
 WITHDRAWAL 

If we withdraw from our representation as allowed above, our office WILL seek or assert a 
retaining lien on your file. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Leake to TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN RETAINER AGREEMENT 

WITH TOWNE, BARTKOWSKI & DEFIO KEAN, P.C. FOR LITIGATION MATTERS, Seconded by 
Council Member Pasti.    

ü Comments:  The purpose of this resolution is stated in the Resolution, as one of the speakers this 
evening stated it was not.  Council Member Casale asked if there is amount of money that the City of 
Beacon is putting towards this, or are we transferring from a different line item.  Acting City 
Administrator Dexter stated that he would have at a later date a budget amendment.    

ü  All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 109 of 2009 - Authorize the Mayor To Apply For And Accept Funds For 
Juvenile/Community Relations (Code No. 09130210S010) Totaling $3,119.00 For The Year 2009 Youth 
Development Delinquency Prevention (YDDP) Programs. 
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RESOLVED, that the Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to make application and accept funds of the New 
York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) for approval of the Projects described in the Youth 
Development Delinquency Prevention Application on file with OCFS and Dutchess County Youth Bureau.  In 
submitting the application it is agreed that: 
 

1. The municipality will abide by OCFS as to the propriety of all expenditures upon which State 
aid is requested; 

2. This project will be operated in compliance with the laws, rules, regulations, resolutions, 
and codes of the State of New York and pertinent political subdivisions; 

3. No youth will be denied the services or facilities of this project because of race, creed, color, 
or sex; and 

4.     No fee will be charged for the programs supported by State funds.  
 
ü Motion by Council Member Pasti Authorize The Mayor To Apply For And Accept Funds For 

Juvenile/Community Relations (Code No. 09130210S010) Totaling $3,119.00 For The Year 
2009 Youth Development Delinquency Preventio n (YDDP) Programs , Seconded by Council 
Member Leake to Adopt Resolution.  

ü Comments- Council Member Casale asked what these funds are going to be used for.  Chief Scofield 
stated that this is a continuation from last year grant funding from the County off-setting the salary to 
one of the Juvenile Officers.  There are certain goals that must be met, there are targets that are set 
and must be met. 

ü  All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 110 of 2009 ɀ Set Public Hearing For Monday, August 3, 2009 for a Special Use Permit for 
Long Dock Beacon. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Leake To Set Public Hearing For Monday, August 3, 2009 for a Special 

Use Permit for Long Dock Beacon, Seconded by Council Member Fredericks to Adopt Resolution.   
ü All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution. 

RESOLUTION 111 of 2009 - City of Beacon Proclamation Family Day ɀ A Day to Eat Dinner with Your 
Children  
 
WHEREAS the use of illegal and prescription drugs and the abuse of alcohol and nicotine constitute the 
greatest threats to the well-being of America's children;  
 
WHEREAS 14 years of surveys conducted by The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse 
(CASA) at Columbia University have consistently found that the more often children and teenagers eat 
dinner with their families the less likely they are to smoke, drink and use illegal drugs; 
 
WHEREAS frequent family dining is associated with lower rates of teen smoking, drinking, illegal drug use 
and prescription drug abuse; 
 
WHEREAS the correlation between frequent family dinners and reduced risk for teen substance abuse is 
well documented; 
 
WHEREAS parents who are engaged in their children's lives ɂ through such activities as frequent family 
dinners ɂ are less likely to have children who abuse substances; 
 
WHEREAS family dinners have long constituted a substantial pillar of family life in America: 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Steve K. Gold, Mayor, do hereby proclaim the fourth Monday of every September as 
Family Day - A Day to Eat Dinner with Your Ch iÌÄÒÅÎΆ and urge all citizens to recognize and participate 
in its observance. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale City of Beacon Proclamation Family Day ɀ A Day to Eat 

Dinner with Your Children , Seconded by Council Member Kelly.   
ü All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution. 

 

Resolution 112 of 2009 Authorize Mayor to Sign Amended 2004 Security Cameras Project Agreement 
between Dutchess County and the City of Beacon for the Community Development Block Grant Program. 
 
WHEREAS, this amendment reflect an extension of the current agreement, which expired August 31, 2005, 
extending the term to December 31, 2009. 
 
RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to sign and accept funds from Dutchess County Department of 
Planning and Development regarding the Amended 2004 Security Cameras Project Agreement (CDBG). 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to Authorize Mayor to Sign Amended 2004 Security Cameras 

Project Agreement between Dutchess County and the City of Beacon for the Community 
Development Block Grant Program, Seconded by Council Member Leake.   

ü Comments:  Mayor Steve K. Gold took the time to thank Council Member Casale for always being 
forward in moving this item along.  Council Member Casale questioned on how much money is the 
County paying for these cameras.  Acting City Administrator Dexter stated that it will be fifty one 
thousand and change.  Council Member Casale further asked what was the original contract amount?  
Acting City Administrator Dexter stated that the original contract in 2004 was sixty four thousand and 
change.  Council Member Casale questioned on how much has the City spent to date?  Acting City 
Administrator Dexter stated that he “believes” it was in the forty thousand range.  Council Member 
Casale further stated that to finish this project it will cost the City ninety one thousand and change, 
which should have cost sixty four thousand.  Mayor Steve K. Gold, stated that he is not sure if those 
figures were correct.   Furthermore the Mayor did converse with the original contractor, and found out 
that all the cameras are in place, and we have the equipment.  The only thing the City would have to 
pay for is the software and the connections.  Council Member Casale feels that the first contractor 
should be liable for not finishing the work.   Acting City Administrator Dexter stated that in 2004 CDBG 
put aside a certain amount of money towards the cameras, because this has taken so long it has 
expired.  So this is to extend the agreement with the County CDBG to receive the funds for the Cameras. 
 

ü On a roll call to adopt this Resolution Council Member Thompson – Excused, Council Member 
Leake – yes, Council Member Kelly – yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti – 
yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, and Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  One Excused, Six Ayes – 
Resolution Adopted. 
 

RESOLUTION 113 OF 2009 AUTHORIZE REPLACEMENT SANITARY AND STORM LINES AT MACKIN AVENUE 
AND RALPH STREETS 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that a surveying and engineering proposal has been 
prepared by the City engineers (ADD) not to exceed forty four thousand  to the City pertained to 
replacement of sanitary and storm lines at Mackin and Ralph Streets in the City of Beacon. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Lanc & Tully, PC proceed with (Add) implementing such 
proposal and agreement for City Council review. 

 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to Authorize the Engineering of Sanitary And Storm Lines At 

Mackin Avenue And Ralph Streets, Seconded by Council Member Fredericks.   
 

ü Comments- Council Member Pasti felt the language was vague, and not sure what we are actually 
supporting.  Acting City Administrator Dexter stated that this is for Lanc and Tully to do the survey 
and the engineering, and this is NOT to do the actual work, it is for the field work to come up with a 
design and to submit an estimate.  Then it will be brought back to the Council.  Council Member Pasti 
asked if the Title of the Resolution can be changed in the Resolution.  Council Member Leake, stated 
last week we were talking about where the funding will come from.  Acting City Administrator Dexter 
stated that there are a number of funding that can be used.  Acting City Administrator Dexter asked 
the Engineer to break down the proposal how much it will cost for the sanitary, how much for the 
storm line, and the total project was forty-four thousand dollars to do the engineering and surveying 
and sixteen thousand was going to be used for the sanitary, which will be extracted from the Sanitary 
General Fund, the other twenty eight thousand dollars, (note City Administrator Robson had a plan) 
for the money we have capital roads money available and also have CDBG money which could be used 
for this project.  Council Member Casale asked when the City does a resolution like this, should it not 
say how much money not to exceed, so constituents will see that the City does not exceed spending the 
money.  Mayor Steve K. Gold stated that normally it does not.  But if the Council would like to add 
dollar amounts on a case to case basis then yes.  Mayor Steve K. Gold asked Acting City Administrator 
Dexter what the amount would be to add to this resolution.   Acting City Administrator Dexter stated it 
would be forty four thousand dollars. 
 

ü Motion by Council Member Leake to AMEND Sanitary And Storm Lines At Mackin Avenue And Ralph 
Streets, Seconded by Council Member Pasti. 
 

ü On a roll call to adopt this Amended Resolution Council Member Thompson – Excused, Council 
Member Leake – yes, Council Member Kelly – yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member 
Pasti – yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, and Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  One Excused, Six 
Ayes – Amended Resolution Adopted. 

 

 
Local Laws and Ordinances: 
 
Resolution 114 of 2009 - First Reading:  AMENDING LOCAL LAW 7 OF 2008 - CHAPTER 173 RENTAL 

PROPERTIES, ABSENTEE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS ɀ Set Public Hearing for Monday, August 3, 

2009.  

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that Local Law No. 7 of 2008 pertaining to non-owner occupied 

City of Beacon residential and commercial properties shall be amended to more fully reflect additional City 

concerns relating to the registration of such properties; and 

WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed the proposed Local Law providing such amendments which include: 

substituting the term "non-owner" for "absentee"; deleting the coverage of the local law solely to "rental" 

properties and inserting "non-owner occupied" where appropriate; applying designation of a managing 

agent only to owners who do not reside within a 15 mile radius of the City of Beacon; including an owner 



City of Beacon Council Minutes  July 20, 2009 

 

  

maintaining a vacant building within the coverage of the local law; and deleting the reference to the 

ͼ#ÏÕÎÔÙ ÏÆ $ÕÔÃÈÅÓÓȱ, ADD the following: in addition, removing the clause that requires the posting of 

the registration in front of the building , in the enforcement section of the local law. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the proposed Local Law shall be set for public hearing for 

Monday, August 3, 2009 in accordance with law. 

ü Motion by Council Member Pasti to Set Public Hearing For Monday , August 3, 2009, Regarding 

AMENDING LOCAL LAW 7 OF 2008 -  CHAPTER 173 RENTAL PROPERTIES, ABSENTEE 

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS, Seconded by Council Member Fredericks.   

ü Comments – Council Member Casale, on the amendments we also deleted that they the landlords do 

not have to show the posting of Landlord Name, Address and Phone Numbers.  Acting City 

Administrator Dexter stated that it has been deleted from the Local Law. 

ü All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution to set the Public Hearing for Monday August 

3, 2009 with the suggested amendments. 

RATIFICATIONS / APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Resolution 115 of 2009 POLICE DEPARTMENT APPOINTMENT Police Officer Scott T. Forsythe effective, 
Monday, July 27, 2009. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to Appoint Police Officer, Seconded by Council Member Leake.  

 
ü  All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution. 

 

Resolution 116 of 2009 POLICE DEPARTMENT PROMOTION Detective Richard Sassi, Jr to Detective 
Sergeant effective, Monday, July 27, 2009. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Fredericks to Promote Detective Richard Sassi, Jr. to Detective Sergeant, 

Seconded by Council Member Kelly.   
 

ü All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution 

Resolution 117 of 2009 POLICE DEPARTMENT PROMOTION Police Officer Jonathan Crone to Sergeant 
effective, Monday, July 27, 2009. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to Promote Police Officer Jonathan Crone to Sergeant, Seconded 

by Council Member Fredericks.  
 

ü  All present voted in Favor to adopt this Resolution 
 
Chief Scofield took the time to say thank you for accepting his recommendations for both deserving officers.  
Detective Sergeant Sassi has been with the agency since 2001.  Sergeant Crone has been a member since 
2000.  Both of these gentlemen have scored very highly on the Civil Service Examination, plus they both 
show an exemplary work ethic. In addition, was highly recommended by other supervisors within the 
department.  Detective Sergeant Sassi will continue his current assignment for now, Sergeant Crone will be 
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responsible for one of the squads and also maintain his contacts on Main Street.  Your kind words tonight 
will be forwarded back to the Department. 
 
In addition, the Accreditation process could not have happened without the Councils assistance with the 
financing to bring in the consultants who helped to facilitate the process. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS: 
Amend the General Fund budget by transferring $138,723.00 from the General Health 
Insurance 
expense (Code:  A9060.840000) to the following accounts that have anticipated budget 
shortfalls: 

        A1010.455000 
  

Council Videographer 
  

       1,700.00  
A1220.452000 

  
IT Consultant 

  
     20,000.00  

A1220.101001 
  

Acting Administrator 
Stipend 

 
       4,500.00  

A1325.440700 
  

Audit 
   

     19,518.00  

A1362.467900 
  

Tax Advertising & 
Expense 

 
     25,000.00  

A1420.450412 
  

Attorney - Finch vs. City 
 

       5,705.00  

A3120.452003 
  

Police Computer 
Consultants 

 
       2,000.00  

A3120.464000 
  

Police Prisoner Meals 
 

       1,000.00  
A3130.446000 

  
Detectives Printing 

  
       1,000.00  

A5110.411300 
  

Highway Blacktop 
  

     20,000.00  
A5142.417600 

  
Snow Sand & Salt 

  
     28,000.00  

A5182.447300 
  

Street Lights-Repair 
Property 

 
       1,500.00  

A6123.446000 
  

Juvenile Printing 
  

         500.00  

A8160.449100 
  

Sanitation Hauling & 
Disposal 

 
       7,000.00  

A8160.449300 
  

Sanitation Hauling   
  

       1,300.00  

       
   138,723.00  

ü Motion by Council Member Kelly to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of $138,723.00, 
Seconded by Council Member Pasti.   

 
ü Comments  - Council Member Pasti thanked Acting City Administrator for addressing the questions.  

Mayor Steve K. Gold wanted to thank City Administrator Robson for all her work for this Budget 
Amendment. 
 

ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 
Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  
 

ü  Budget Amendment Approved. 
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Amend  the General Fund budget for the Insurance expense by transferring $8,500 from the Insurance 

Umbrella Policy expense (Code:  A1910.437000) to the Insurance Public Officials Policy expense (Code:  

A1910.436000). 

ü Motion by Council Member Leake to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of $8,500 
Seconded by Council Member Fredericks.   

 
ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 

Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  
 

ü  Budget Amendment Approved. 
 

Amend the General Fund  budget for the Attorney expense by transferring $5,000 from the Attorneys - 
Arbitrators expense A1420.450600 and $5,447 from the Attorneys - Civil Action expense A1420.456500 
into the Attorneys - Employee vs. City of Beacon expenses A1420.450411 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Pasti to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of $5,000 and 

$5,447, Seconded by Council Member Casale. 
 

ü Comments:  Council Member Kelly is this for an arbitration that is ongoing?  Acting City 
Administrator Dexter responded with that it is for an arbitration that has been completed. 
 

ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 
Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused. 

 
ü Budget Amendment Approved 

 

Amend the General Fund  budget for the Fire Department by transferring $1,365 from the Employee 
Physical expense A3410.453700 to the Fire Consultant expense A3410.452000 to cover legal services 
related to reviewing Fire Rules and Regulations 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Leake to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of $1,365, 

Seconded by Council Member Pasti.   
 

ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 
Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  
 

ü  Budget Amendment Approved 
 

Amend the General Fund  budget by transferring $10,000 from the Trust & Agency fund escrow account 
set up with donated funds from the Phelps family TA013702 to the University Settlement Camp expense for 
boarding up/demolishing buildings on the Settlement Camp 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Kelly to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of $10,000, 

Seconded by Council Member Fredericks.   
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ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 

Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  Budget Amendment Approved 

 
Amend the General Fund  budget by transferring the following listed items totaling 264,174.00  line items 
respective line itemsinto the General Fund Contingency Fund expense (Code:  A1990.400001).  These funds 
are anticipated excesses and will be transferred to contingency to reserve for specific purposes to be approved 
by the city council for use at a later date. 
 
  A1010.452011 

 
Waterfront Consultant 

  
        3,000.00  

  A1210.220000 
 

Mayor-Purchase Office Equip. 
  

           500.00  
  A1210.423001 

 
Mayor-Cell Phones 

   
           693.00  

  A1210.446001 
 

Mayor-Book/Broch.Printing 
  

           990.00  
  A1230.443200 

 
Administrator-Training 

  
        2,000.00  

  A1230.462000 
 

Administrator-Travel 
   

           500.00  
  A1230.462000 

 
Association Dues 

   
            65.00  

  A1325.441500 
 

Finance-Computer Support 
  

           812.00  
  A1325.462000 

 
Finance-Travel 

   
           600.00  

  A1325.467000 
 

Finance-Association Dues 
  

           107.00  
  A1355.250000 

 
Assessor-Purchase Equip. 

  
           200.00  

  A1355.443200 
 

Assessor-Training 
   

        1,800.00  
  A1355.452001 

 
Assessor-Reval Consultant 

  
        2,000.00  

  A1362.441500 
 

Tax Advertising-Comp.Supp. 
  

        1,341.00  
  A1420.454019 

 
Attorney-Prop. Damage Sett. 

  
      16,000.00  

  A1910.430000 
 

Insurance Package Policy 
  

      35,000.00  
  A1910.437000 

 
Insurance-Umbrella Liability 

  
      19,250.00  

  A3120.412400 
 

Firearms 
    

        1,000.00  
  A3120.413000 

 
Police-Gas & Oil 

   
      10,000.00  

  A3120.423000 
 

Police-Telephones 
   

        2,000.00  
  A3120.445100 

 
Maintenance of Equipment 

  
        2,000.00  

  A3130.251000 
 

Surveillance of Equipment 
  

        1,000.00  
  A3130.416500 

 
Photo Supplies 

   
        1,000.00  

  A3410.250000 
 

Fire-Purchase Equipment 
  

        7,846.00  
  A3410.250028 

 
Fire-Confined Space Equip. 

  
        4,950.00  

  A3410.413000 
 

Fire-Gas & Oil 
   

        5,600.00  
  A3410.443200 

 
Fire-Training 

   
        3,000.00  

  A3620.413000 
 

Bldg. Dept.-Gas & Oil 
  

           450.00  
  A5010.462000 

 
Street Admin.-Travel 

   
           300.00  

  A5110.105000 
 

Highway-OT 
   

        5,000.00  
  A5110.112500 

 
Highway-Meals 

   
           200.00  

  A5110.412801 
 

Highway-Flags 
   

           177.00  
  A5110.413000 

 
Highway-Gas & Oil 

   
      11,795.00  

  A5110.419600 
 

Highway-Weed Control 
  

        1,000.00  
  A5132.413000 

 
Garage-Gas & Oil 

   
        1,900.00  

  A5132.419000 
 

Garage-Clothing Repairs 
  

        1,000.00  
  A6123.465300 

 
Juvenile-Public Information 

  
           500.00  

  A5182.422090 
 

Street Lights 
   

      40,000.00  
  A7110.103100 

 
Park-Temp Information 

  
      10,000.00  
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  A7110.250040 
 

Park-Girls Softball Field House 
  

            62.00  
  A7110.419600 

 
Park-Weed Control 

   
           500.00  

  A7112.412796 
 

USC-Cooking Gas 
   

           500.00  
  A7140.417601 

 
Recreation-Play Sand 

  
           990.00  

  A7140.440700 
 

Recreation-Audit 
   

        3,000.00  
  A7140.476306 

 
Recreation-Sport Camp 

  
        3,465.00  

  A7140.478400 
 

Recreation-Swimming Program 
  

        2,970.00  
  A7140.479600 

 
Recreation-Womens Volleyball 

  
           693.00  

  A7989.452000 
 

Farmers Market-Consultant 
  

        5,000.00  
  A8020.480100 

 
USC-Grant Match 

   
        7,500.00  

  A8189.413000 
 

Recycling-Gas & Oil 
   

        1,050.00  
  A9010.810000 

 
Emp.Benefits-Retirement 

  
        4,591.00  

  A9060.840000 
 

Health Insurance (see below) 
  

      38,277.00  

   
Health amt has JE #1 deducted from it 

 
    264,174.00  

 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of $264,174.00, 

Seconded by Council Member Leake.  
 

ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 
Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  Budget Amendment Approved 

 

Amend the Water Fund budget by transferring the following listed items, totaling $37,835, from their 
respective line items into the Water Fund Contingency Fund expense (Code:  F1990.400001).  These funds 
are anticipated excesses and will be transferred to contingency to reserve for specific purposes to be 
approved by the city council for use at a later date. 

  F8310.106000 Water Clerical Salaries 
 

      
25,449.00  

  F8310.450400 Water Attorneys 
  

        
2,166.00  

  F8310.413000 Water Adm Gas & Oil 
 

        
1,870.00  

  F9040.830000 
Water Adm Workers 
Comp 

 
            50.00  

  F9060.840000 Water Health Insurance 
 

        
8,300.00  

     

      
37,835.00  

 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of 37,835.00, 

Seconded by Council Member Pasti.   
ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 

Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  Budget Amendment Approved 
 

Amend the Sewer Fund budget by transferring the following listed items, totaling $22,457, from their 
respective line items into the Sewer Fund Contingency Fund expense (Code:  G1990.400001).  These funds 
are anticipated excesses and will be transferred to contingency to reserve for specific purposes to be 
approved by the city council for use at a later date. 
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  G8120.106000 
 

Sewer Clerical Salaries 
 

      
10,907.00  

  G8130.413000 
 

Sewer Trtmnt. Gas & Oil 
 

      150.00  

  G9060.840000 
 

Sewer Health Insurance 
 

      
11,400.00  

       

      
22,457.00  
 

ü Motion by Council Member Fredericks to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of 22,457.00, 
Seconded by Council Member Leake.   
 

ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 
Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  Budget Amendment Approved 
 

Amend the Water Fund Balance  in the amount of $140,000.  This is the amount needed in the Fairview 
Cemetery Roadwork expense (Code:  F8340.240001.2815) in order to do the necessary work to make the 
road to the water tank accessible to the Water Department. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Pasti to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of 140,000.00, 

Seconded by Council Member Fredericks. 
 

ü Comments:  Council Member Casale questioned where is the 140,000.00 coming from?  Acting City 
Administrator Dexter stated that it is coming out of the water fund.  Mayor Steve K. Gold stated that 
this was not a lawsuit but an obligation of the City. 
 

ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 
Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  Budget Amendment Approved 

 
Amend the General Fund Budget  for the Police Department by transferring $4,826 from the Police 
Regular Salaries (Code:  A3120.190000).  This is to cover a payout of $2,221 to one officer that left 
employment with the City of Beacon in April and a Payout of $2,605 to one officer that left employment 
with the City of Beacon in June. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of $4,826.00, 

Seconded by Council Member Pasti.   
 

ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 
Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  Budget Amendment Approved 
 

Amend the General Fund Balance  (Code: A599) in the amount of $925.  This represents a total amount of 
donations collected from city businesses and residents between July 24, 2008 and August 25, 2008 for 
National Night Out event.  These funds were not expended in 2008 and the committee for National Night 
Out would like to use these funds for their 2009 event. 
 
ü Motion by Council Member Casale to Adopt Budget Amendment in the amount of $925.00, 

Seconded by Council Member Leake.   
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ü On a roll call: Council Member Thompson – excused, Council Member Leake – yes, Council Member 
Kelly – Yes, Council Member Casale – yes, Council Member Pasti - yes, Council Member Fredericks – yes, 
Mayor Steve K. Gold – yes.  Six Ayes, and One Excused.  Budget Amendment Approved 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: On any item on any issue you would like to discuss.  Maximum of five minutes to speak. 
 
Clark Gebman – 2 Wilson Street – Talked about the Resolution Number One (Hiddenbrooke). 
 
Vane Lashua – Liberty Street – Regarding feral cats in his neighborhood.  I have captured one of them; 
neighbor was bitten by one of these feral cats.  We have Dog Laws, but no Cat laws.  The corner of Grove Street 
and Liberty Street, the storm drain broke through recently again.  Concerned on how to address these kinds of 
problems.  This weekend the Newburgh Beacon Swim is to take place.  There will be a festival down by the 
Ferry Dock.  In addition, the Fishkill Creek Festival is this weekend also at Riverfront park, following the Swim 
Celebration. 
 
J.D. - 286 Main Street – Regarding the Skateboards and Bicycles on Main Street.  They are very dangerous to 
the seniors who are frail and cannot move out of the way quickly.  I came home from work one night to find six 
to seven individuals stealing gas out of parked cars.  Mayor Steve K. Gold stated that this should be 
reported to the Police immediately. 
 
Kathy Deuterman – South Brett Street – At a meeting with Senior Citizens, what is the possibility of them 
viewing Channel 22 without paying ten dollars for a box.  One senior stated that she pays the ten dollars and 
days on end, Channel 22 is screen is frozen when the City Council Meetings come on.  Skateboarding on streets, 
it is not only the noise and disruption but the concern is that these children will be hurt.  The City of Beacon is 
not the only City that has the distinction of the only one recognizing National Night Out.  Poughkeepsie is 
celebrating.  Health Insurance Firm did set up a table and was able to get ten families health insurance. 
 
Flora Jones – 36 Melio Bettina Place – Feel very humble, for our first responders, all of them.  Much 
gratitude for our first responders.  I pray and hope that we lift them up and pray that they will continue to be 
safe as they work to make us safe.  Our former Chief Sassi, and his son being here tonight with a promotion, I 
am so proud of him, not as proud of his family of course. 
 

REPORTS 
 
Communications: 
DATE: July, 2009 - Mark Wildonger, AIC – Scenic Hudson 
RE: Scenic Hudson applauds the City Council in working with MTA towards the creation of a Transit 
Oriented Development (TOD) zoning district. 
 
Scenic Hudson applauds the City Council in working with MTA towards the creation of a Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) zoning district. Creating a TOD District is a positive step in advancing smart growth by 
encouraging around Beacon Station mixed-use, compact and walk able development that is anticipated to 
increase public transit ridership, increase the potential for affordable housing, reduce traffic and associated 
carbon emissions, and ultimately contribute to the City's economic development. 
 
Many communities around the world are realizing the environmental, economic, and social benefits afforded 
by TOD. In fact, the Final Report of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Sustainability and the MTA published 
earlier this year identifies Beacon as a logical community for a possible TOD. 
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TOD helps create the critical mass for public transportation which has the potential to reduce traffic and 
carbon emissions which degrade air quality and contribute to global warming. In addition to the 
environmental benefits, the future development at the train station will help create jobs and stimulate the 
economy. Lastly, the TOD has the opportunity to complement all the assets of the waterfront and create a 
vibrant gateway to the City of Beacon. 
 
Scenic Hudson commends the City of Beacon in implementing the recommendations of the comprehensive 
plan. This proposed ordinance weaves together many of the goals and objectives found in the comprehensive 
plan. With many of the parks and recreational assets found at the waterfront, a TOD will strike a healthy 
balance of uses and development at the waterfront. 
 
Though Scenic Hudson supports the proposed TOD District zoning district, we suggest some specific 
recommendations listed below that could result in a more successful TOD District. 
 
Specific recommendations 
 
Section 2. Intent and Purpose 
This introductory paragraph should also include the environmental benefits of TOD and its potential to reduce 
greenhouse gases. 
 
223-41.8 Purposes.  
Scenic Hudson is pleased that the view sheds identified in the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 
(LWRP) are referenced in this zoning ordinance and are required to be protected. 
The term "open space" should be defined and could be included in § 223-41.10 - Definitions. The term should 
include examples, such as civic plazas, gathering areas, or green space. 
An additional purpose, not listed in Section A of § 223-41.8, is the opportunity for the TOD District to maintain 
and enhance the walk ability of the waterfront area as well as create a pedestrian oriented connection to Main 
Street. 
 
223-41.9 Regulations  
Scenic Hudson recommends that "Parks and Recreation" be added to the list of permitted uses in Section B. 
Even though this may not be a dominant use of the area, it should still be included as a possibility. 
 
Section F.(3).(c).[4] should require that the TOD district be consistent with policies in Beacon's adopted Local 
LWRP, in addition to the comprehensive plan as stated. 
Scenic Hudson commends the City of Beacon for including the TOD design principles found in Section I. These 
principles will help guide the sustainability of this development. 
 
Though Section I includes a provision that the TOD project should be energy efficient, there are many other 
techniques to make a development sustainable. Elements from the LEED certification process or other green 
building techniques should be encouraged and explicitly stated within the code. The City of Beacon should 
continue its goal to encourage all new large scale development to be as environmentally friendly as possible. 
 
Civic public open spaces should be integrated into the development in such a way that will activate and 
animate streetscapes contributing to the viability of the project. 
 
Scenic Hudson is pleased to support the proposed TOD District zoning ordinance with the aforementioned 
recommendations. Currently, the waterfront lacks amenities, such as places to sit, bathrooms, and places to 
buy refreshments. However, this TOD ordinance will help create a compact, mixed use, walk able development 
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adjacent to Beacon Station that will provide these amenities and enhance the waterfront, further adding to 
the quality of life in the City of Beacon. 
 
DATE:  July, 2009 – Roger Connor - Cablevision 
Re: Launching of 27 New HD Channels  
 
Cablevision is pleased to announce the launching of an additional 27 High Definition (HD) Channels between 
Wednesday, June 24th and Friday, June 29th.   With this launch, Cablevision will be offering our customers 
the opportunity to enjoy over 100 HD channels.  The new HD channels are as follows: 
Channel New HD Services Minimum Package 
720 Big Ten HD iO Sports Package 
723 MSBNC HD Family 
732 Cartoon HD Family 
734 TCM HD Family 
758 Tm TV HD Family 
788 Outdoor Channel HD iO Sports Package 
789 NBA TV HD iO Sports Pack., iO Gold, NBA League Pass 
807 HBO West HD iO Silver 
808 HBO 2 West HD iO Silver 
809 HBO Signature West HD iO Silver 
810 HBO Family West HD iO Silver 
814 Starz West RD iO Silver 
815 Starz Comedy HD iO Silver 
823 Showtime Extreme HD iO Gold 
824 Showtime West HD iO Gold 
825 Showtime Too West HD iO Gold 
826 Showtime Showcase West HD iO Gold 
833 Thriller Max HD iO Gold 
834 WMAX HD iO Gold 
836 5 Star Max HD iO Gold 
838 Cinemax West HD iO Gold 
841 TMC XTRA HD i0 Gold 
842 TMC West HD i0 Gold 
843 TMC XTRA West HD i0 Gold 
845 QVC HD Broadcast Basic 
846 Planet Green HD i0 Package 
847 Style HD i0 Package  
Customers will be notified of these exciting program additions through bill messages beginning July 5th, and 
through the interactive Channel Guide (Channel 14) effective June 19th. Customers with the appropriate HD 
equipment will be able to enjoy these new HD channels depending upon their subscription level. 
 
As always, customers can find their most current channel line-up on our consumer web site 
www.optimum.com . 
 
In addition please note, effective June 1, 2009, the rate for a digital box increased from $6.28 to $6.51 per 
month, and the price of a digital remote control increased from $.22 to $.24 per month. Customers were 
notified through bill messages of this change. 
 

http://www.optimum.com/


City of Beacon Council Minutes  July 20, 2009 

 

  

If you have any questions, as always please feel free to call me at 914-378-4515. 
 
Date:  June, 2009 – Mark Castiglione , Acting Executive Director - HRVG 
RE: Climate Smart Community 
On behalf of the Hudson River Valley Greenway I would like to take this opportunity to recognize and express 
our gratitude towards City of Beacon for becoming a climate smart community. Thank you for your leadership 
and dedication to making this pledge. 
 
Making your municipal operations and community "climate smart," you will help reduce carbon emissions, 
which in turn works to slow down climate change. Your commitment and devotion to help decrease energy use 
and waste is sincerely appreciated. Reducing energy consumption coupled with a commitment to adopt smart 
growth principles has the potential to have a powerful impact on our collective response to climate change. 
The City of Beacon is a positive example for other local governments wishing to reduce energy use, save tax 
dollars, and adapt to changing conditions. Your leadership is inspiration to not only the public, but other 
surrounding communities as well. 
 
The Hudson River Valley Greenway program looks forward to working with your community to reduce carbon 
emissions while realizing our mission of working together as a region to of preserve, enhance and develop the 
world-renowned scenic, natural, historic, cultural and recreational resources of the Hudson River Valley. 
 
Once again, I applaud the City of Beacon for adopting the Climate Smart Community Pledge. Best wishes and 
we look forward to continuing our Greenway partnership! 
 
DATE:  June, 2009 – Wingate of Beacon  - Christopher Johnson, LNHA Administrator 
RE:  Facility undergoing Physical “rejuvenation” during summer months 
These are exciting times for Wingate at Beacon, and I want to share the good news with you - our facility will 
be undergoing a physical "rejuvenation" during the summer months which will include fresh paint, and 
furniture, as well window and floor treatments in some of our patient rooms and public spaces. 
We are making this investment in our infra structure in order to maintain our elegant and wonderful facilities 
allowing our residents to recuperate in surroundings conducive to recovery and their own "rejuvenation". 
 
Contractors will begin work here on Monday, June 2211, and will be provided with identification badges so 
they are easily identified when on our property. We will be providing weekly updates regarding the progress of 
the project, and should you care for additional information, please don't hesitate to call me directly. 
 
Thank you for your support of Wingate at Beacon. Where Healthcare and Hospitality Meet. 
 
DATE: June, 2009 
RE:  RESOLUTION NO. 209183 
 
RE: ESTABLISHING A PUBLIC HEARING PURSUANT TO SECTION 303-b OF THE AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS 
LAW TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE AGRICULTURE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD 
INCLUSION OF VARIOUS PROPERTIES WITHIN DUTCHESS COUNTY CERTIFIED AGRICULTURE DISTRICTS 
20,21,22 AND 23. 
 
Legislators FETTES, COOPER, and HORTON offer the following and move its adoption: 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with New York State Agriculture and Market Law 
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Section 303-b, the Dutchess County Legislature pursuant to Resolution No. 204098 established an annual 
thirty-day period in which landowners may submit requests to the County Legislature to include 
predominantly and viable agriculture land within in an existing Certified Agricultural District, and 
 
WHEREAS-, a notice to-all owners of viable farmland in Dutchess County was publicized, and 
 
WHEREAS, the requests by property owners for inclusion of their property within an existing Agricultural 
District were referred to the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board has issued a report containing recommendations 
as to the requests of individual property owners for inclusion of their property in an existing Agricultural 
District, and 
 
WHEREAS, the County Legislature is required to adopt or reject the proposed inclusion of land in an existing 
Agricultural District following a Public Hearing pursuant to Agriculture and Markets Law Section 303-b, now, 
therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature hereby establishes July 13, 2009 as the date for a Public 
Hearing pursuant to the recommendations of the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board at 7:00 o'clock 
pm and that the Clerk of the County Legislature hereby is directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing in 
accordance with the provisions of Subdivision 3 of Section 303-b of the Agriculture and Markets Law and that 
written notice of the Public Hearing be given directly to those municipalities whose territory encompasses the 
lands which are proposed to be included in an Agricultural District and a notice shall also be sent to the 
Commission the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets. 
 
DATE:  June, 2009 – Michael Caldwell – DC Department of Health 
RE:  H1N1 Influenza – Preventing 
 
The H1N1 influenza virus (more commonly known as swine flu) is no longer making daily headlines, but the 
virus does continue to spread through our community. Now that the summer season is here, many 
municipalities are hosting or giving permits for an increased number of public gatherings. These public 
gatherings increase social personal contact such as handshaking and hugging. As a result, there may be 
increased risk for the spread of flu viruses among attendees. 
 
To help reduce the spread of influenza infection in our communities, the Dutchess County Department of 
Health encourages municipal officials to provide important preventive guidelines to event organizers and 
event attendees, including messages about the need to remain home if ill, that persons who have compromised 
health conditions should avoid large public gatherings, as well as the importance of good hygiene practices at 
the event. 
 
Event organizers should be provided with the following information and tips. This information should then be 
passed along to all event attendees and if possible, posted in high visibility areas at the event. Posters and 
flyers promoting healthy habits can also be downloaded free of charge from the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention at : http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/pdf/covercough_school8-5x11.pdf  
Influenza infections spread from person-to-person when someone sneezes, coughs or even talks. Occasionally a 
person may become infected by touching something with the virus on it and then touching their mouth or 
nose. To prevent the spread of influenza viruses, Dutchess County and New York State Departments of Health 
recommend the following: 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/pdf/covercough_school8-5x11.pdf
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Å Wash your hands often with soap and warm water. Alcohol-based hand cleansers can be used if hand 
washing is not an option. 

Å Avoid close contact with people who are ill. 
Å Stay home if you are sick. 
Å Use a tissue when you cough, sneeze or spit, and dispose of the tissue immediately in a covered trash 

bin. When a tissue is not available, cover your mouth with the crack of your elbow. 
Å Keep hands away from your face. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 
Å Refrain from sharing personal items such as forks, spoons, toothbrushes and towels. 
Å Contact your health care provider if you become ill with high fever (more than 100 degrees) severe 

headache, body aches or pains, fatigue, cough, and/or runny nose. 
 Other measures can also be used by event organizers to help reduce the risk of influenza infection. 

Feasibility of use will vary depending on the event of type and the setting. 
Å Make hand washing facilities widely available at the event, with soap and running water, hand 

sanitizer, and tissues. 
Å Provide on-site medical assessment and care for persons with influenza-like illness (i.e. fever with 

either cough or sore throat). 
Å Provide alternative options and venues for participation (i.e. remote Web-based viewing sites.) 
Å Discourage "self-serving" of chips, candy or other food products from open bowls or other containers 

where people would reach their hand in to help themselves. 
 

For more information about public gatherings and reducing the risk of H1N1 infection or any influenza 
infection, visit www.dutchessny.gov  and click on the "Swine Flu" icon or call us at the Department of Health at 
486-3400. 
 
DATE:  July 16, 2009 – William Steinhaus, County Executive 
RE:  Congratulations Regarding CDBG Funds 
 
The funding process for the 2009 Community Development Block Grant program year has been completed. The 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has released the final 2009 grant amount to Dutchess 
County totaling $1,599,750, a slight increase from our 2008 allocation. We received requests totaling $2.5 
million compared to the amount available of $1.5 million, leaving a significant shortfall of needed funds for 
worthwhile projects. 
 
I am pleased to advise you I have reviewed the applications from our localities and approved for the City of 
Beacon an award amount of $91,970 for Infrastructure Improvements and $100,000 for GIS Management. 
 
I would like to thank you for your cooperation during the recent requalification process to reform the Urban 
County Consortium for 2010-2012. Your participation in this program enables Dutchess County to apply 
annually for federal Community Development Block Grant and HOME Program funds which are used for a 
variety of activities, including infrastructure improvements, senior housing rehabilitation, a first time 
homebuyer program, and human service program services. 
 
Congratulations on your funding award. We look forward to working with you in the coming year. 
If you have any questions regarding your project, please contact Elizabeth Doyle, Community Development 
Administrator at 486-3600. 
 
DATE:  July, 2009 - Phyllis Keaton Library Director Howland Public Library 
RE: Letter sent to Chief Scofield Regarding Thank You – to Officer Jonathan Crone 
 

http://www.dutchessny.gov/
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Thank you for sending Officer Jon Crone to our staff training day focusing on security in the library on May 21. 
He gave an informative talk which library staff found most helpful regarding working with our "problem 
patrons". He also made some helpful suggestions on how to improve the security of our building, which we 
appreciate. 
 
The Howland Public Library logs about 100,000 visitors - local and tourist - each year. We work hard to serve 
the community, but, as you know, you can't please everyone. Officer Crone's advice made us feel safer and 
made our job a bit easier. 
 
There are ways that we can make your jobs a little easier, too. Anyone who works in the Beacon City School 
District can get a Howland Public Library card. An HPL card provides free access to many goods and services 
most people can't afford to pay for as individuals, for example, total access to Chilton's Repair Manuals online. 
Our online magazine collections include instant access to current and past issues of The Police Chief, Journal of 
Police and Criminal Psychology, Police, Police Forum, and Police Liability Review. It also searches thousands of 
popular magazines and newspapers. 
 
Our online Testing and Education Center provides free access to study guides and practice exams for many 
Civil Service positions, including Master the Police Officer Exam and Master the Police Sergeant, Lieutenant 
and Captain Promotion Exams. 
 
HPL community bulletin boards, displays, and our online newsletter can help you get information out to the 
community. We can help promote your events and locate grants. We can even help with retirement planning. 
I'm enclosing one of our brochures for your information. 
We truly appreciate what the Beacon Police Department does for us all, and hope we can return the favor 
sometime. 
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John Forman, County Legislature: 
 
In addition, the CDBG Grant Program Funding that the City is receiving it was also released that the Beacon 
Community Center is being award twenty thousand dollars for the Lion Suns Art Camp.  And the Martin Luther 
King Cultural Center is receiving twenty thousand dollars for their community partnership with school. 
 
Regarding the Community College Budget that was adopted last week.   The vote was 23 to 2 margin.   Some 
facts, in reference to Dutchess County Community College enrollment is up 7% from last year.  Received a top 
business award from the Dutchess County Economic Development Office.  Budget includes a tuition increase of 
twenty-five dollars annually, total tuition is twenty nine hundred dollars, which is the lowest tuition in New 
York State for the ninth year in a row.  The County contribution will remain at ten million, eight hundred 
thirty seven thousand, eight hundred and ninety eight dollars.  This college received an Energy Star Award 
from the Federal Environmental Protection Agency.   
 
The MTA mobility tax is going to cost the Community College one hundred and thirteen thousand dollars. 
 

Acting City Administrator:  Tim Dexter 
1. Meredith Robson says Hello. 
2. Main Street Cameras 

a. Paperwork complete, Contractor has been given Notice to Proceed. 
b. Mayor to Extend the 2004 Agreement with County to Spend CDBG Funds 
c. Contractor to start this Thursday 
d. Finish in two to three weeks if all goes well ADT. 

 
3. Orchard / Talbot – Paving should start this week. 
4. C.H.I.P.S. – Mill and Paving - Highway has recommended using C.H.I.P.S. Funds 

Spring Valley Street $75,000.00 ± 
Wolcott – Sargent Avenue to South $85,000.00 ± 
South  - Commerce to Rombout $55,000.00 ± 
Blackburn $260,000.00 ± 

5. Dummy Light 
a. Saw cutting road tomorrow (Tuesday) 
b. Electrician here on Wednesday 

6. Old Telephone Poles – Anthony Thomaselli, Street Superintendent met with Verizon.  Poles will be 
removed soon. 

7. Recycle Cans: 
a. No Money in Budget 
b. Removal 
c. No Money for Replacement Cans  

8. Anthony Thomaselli, Street Superintendent is following up on South Avenue and Riverfront Parks 
9. Randall is reviewing FIOS Contract. 
10. Randall will be providing information on where we stand on I.T. 

 
 

Council Member Thompson:  Excused 
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Council Member Leake:  - Good Evening. In the Poughkeepsie Journal – July 10th Editorial Section - Beacon 
Has Visions but faces fiscal problems and hurdles, it is an excellent article.  This should be brought up on the 
website. 
 
Are we researching into recreational funds with regards to the swings at Riverfront Park.  There were funds 
that only can be used for recreational equipment.  Acting Administrator Tim Dexter stated that the City has a 
Capital Fund for Recreation but does not know what the status is, but will look into it. 
 
Briefly discussed the occupants of Jessens Park and if there are any thing the City can do for these residents 
that were inflicted with the mud slide.  Will the City of Beacon Insurance cover any of the damages?  Acting 
City Administrator Tim Dexter did check with the Insurance Agency today, and their first reaction was it was 
an act of god, no coverage. 
 
It is really great about all these new channels offered by Cablevision.  Enjoy all these HD channels, demanding 
on your subscription level.  These channels are only available to those who pay for the premium packages. 
 
Noise Ordinance – I know it is in the works to amend this ordinance, but never saw anything in the code about 
working up to 9pm.  It was determined that this was going to be in the new ordinance. 

Council Member Kelly: 
Constituents have expressed their concerns with cars speeding on residential streets.  Many expressed the 
desire to have more police patrol on local streets.  I said I would bring up the issue with Council.  Having 
thought about the issue over the weekend, I think we need a multi method approach.  First we need to appeal 
to drivers a drive carefully and slowly in our residential streets.  School is out and many children are 
unmindful of the dangers the local streets poses with speedsters.  Our children are most likely to be one 
seriously injured and even killed if speeding results in a pedestrian collision.  Second, many adults are out 
walking their neighborhoods with the nice weather.  I would appeal to adult walkers to signal politely to 
drivers to bring their speed down.  We all are in this community together.  Many people speed intentionally.  
Those who do will respond positively.  The drivers who seed intentionally needs to e dealt directly through law 
enforcement.  Therefore we need to patrol / watch our residential for speed violators’ specifically on our 
residential streets. 
 
A constituent complained about signs on public property near our Welcome to Beacon sign.  Traditionally both 
political parties have been very careful with their signage and hope the tradition will be carried forward into 
the future. 
 
I would like to commend the Mayor on his work moving the Clearwater Contract through the unchartered 
territory.  We have been involved we have been involved in getting the USC issued resolved.  The Mayor has 
really worked very hard on this issue, and there were a lot of concerns raised and a lot of questions asked.  I 
believe we are on the threshold of signing this agreement, which will be a great accomplishment for the City, 
and credit is due to Mayor Steve K. Gold.  Mayor Steve Gold thanked Council Member Kelly and the entire 
Council.   To clarify what Council Member Kelly stated the Contract has been signed previously what we 
received today was a letter from the State approving it. 
 

Council Member Casale: 
1. I had some complaints from residents on Lincoln Avenue about feral cats. They say there are about 

25 of them and they are living in a catch basin on Kent Street. They have fleas throughout their 

yards. These cats are causing a health problem. They would like to know what could be done. 
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Mayor Steve K. Gold stated that he also received some complaints.   He suggested to this constituent 

to go to different clinics and find out what the least expensive cost would be to have somebody send 

down to capture and spayed or neutered these cats so they cannot reproduce further.  And then we 

can have a fund to raise the money to pay for this. 

Council Member Casale suggested ARF.  Council Member Pasti suggested Mid Hudson Animal Aid 

and the Cat Sanctuary. 

Last September I gave a petition to the City Administrator regarding the condition of the cul de sac 

on Delavan Avenue. I would like an update on what is happening with this.  The residents have 

agreed that if this culdesac was improved that they would be willing to take care of. 

Acting City Administrator stated that he had the answer.  Just before City Administrator went out 

on Maternity Leave, the work has been approved, waiting for an agreement from that homeowners 

group, who have also agreed as part of this that they were willing to maintain the new vegetation 

and the new design.   Once the City of Beacon receives this agreement from this homeowners group 

signed, than the City can move forward with the work. 

Another issue that I would like to address, Council Member Kelly brought up the Verizon FIOS, and I 

know that right now the city is going over contracts, with Verison FIOS and eventually we will have 

ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ #ÁÂÌÅÖÉÓÉÏÎȢ   -ÁÙÏÒ 3ÔÅÖÅ +Ȣ 'ÏÌÄ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ×Å ÄÏ 

get quarterly checks from Cablevision, approximately forty, fifty thousand dollars a quarter.  There 

is a committee working on the contract. 

Council Member Pasti    

To the person who spoke up during the public comment segment asking what to do about feral cats 

in Beacon:  Please contact "ÅÁÃÏÎȭÓ #ÁÔ 3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÏÒ -ÉÄ-Hudson Animal Aid to alert them to this 

issue. 

This has been a busy week for phone calls and e-mails from constituents in cWard 4.  Thanks to all 

of you who called in with questions, concerns and comments.  The City relies on concerned citizens 

ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄÓ ÂÌÏÃË ÂÙ ÂÌÏÃËȢ 

Community Watch  

Last week Officer Don Williams from the Beacon Police Department met with residents on Spring 

Valley Street to discuss quality of life. I thank Officer Williams for meeting with them.  As residents 

learned at that meeting, the most important thing that residents can do is to call the police when 

ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÎÏÉÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÓÐÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÃÃÕÒȢ  )ȭÍ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

Green Street area tell me that that the police are very quick to respond to their calls, and that 

Community Watch has made a difference in their neighborhood.  As Kathy Deutermann indicated in 

her comment at this meeting, a city-wide Community Watch meeting will take place at 7PM on July 

28th at Christ United Methodist Church. Officer Don Williams will again be present to meet and talk 

with residents.  Thank you, Kathy, for organizing this meeting. 
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Other Area Concerns ɀ Parking  

At a recent Council meeting Councilwoman Deanna Leake reported that some of her constituents 

were concerned about not being able to get in and out of their driveway.  In response to that report, 

several people in Ward 4 called to say that they have similar issues on their street.  I would like to 

ask the Traffic Safety Committee to investigate whether the traffic code allows for painting lines on 

curbs or installing signs that keep people from parking within a certain distance from the edges of 

driveways. 

Repaving of Roads in Beacon 

Based on discussions at the last Council Workshop meeting, we are looking at the possible milling 

and repaving of several streets in Beacon that have been in dire need of repair.  I would like to the 

Mayor and our Acting Administrator to bring with them to the next workshop meeting information 

about the types of fundingɂCDBG, CHPS and other fundingɂthat can be used to repair roads so 

that when we look at roads to be repaired throughout the City we will know which roads are 

eligible for which types of funding.  This will help us determine what roads should be prioritized for 

the current CHPS funding. 

Council Member Fredericks 

I have regret to inform you that I do not have nothing to report this evening. 

City Attorney:  Richard Wolf 

Wanted to say that the Planning Board over the past few months have done a wonderful job putting in 

a lot of effort, and they are doing an excellent  job with good faith. 

Mayor Steve K. Gold: 

Stated that Tony Furco, Chairman of the Traffic and Safety Committee regarding some questions 

pertaining to ways we can improve Main Street, and one of the things I have wanted for many years is 

to reduce the speed limit on Main Street to twenty miles per hour, put it would take an act of the State 

Legislature to do this, and would like to have discussion with the Council whether or not the City of 

Beacon would want to go forward with this to make Main Street a twenty mile an hour speed zone.   

In, addition, improving the crosswalks, constituents have expressed that the present crosswalks are not 

very well defined, we really need to make those crosswalks more defined for drivers and pedestrians.  

Mr. Furco as very comprehensive when I had conversed with him. 

Would like to thank our Highway Superintend, Zep Thomaselli for the creativeness for recognizing a 

four million road project  on Spring Valley may need not have to go that route, because it looks like the 

problem we had with water has been resolved. 

Noise coming from Newburgh, I was a little tired on Sunday, and up very late on Saturday Night 

dealing with the Bars on the Waterfront in the City of Newburgh.  I spend the previous week 

contacting them all, telling them that we are not happy with the sounds, it is annoying a lot of people 

in Beacon.  I mentioned that I would inform the New York State Liquor Authority.  One establishment 
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did not adhere to my request.  There will be a correspondence sent out to inform the establishments 

that if the noise continues to be a problem that the New York State Liquor Authority would be 

informed. 

The next workshop next Monday, July 27th is going to be on Zoning Issues, so the Council should be 

prepared for a Zoning meeting.  We will be going over the last of the Transit Oriented Development 

and making that local law happen.  At the next Council Meeting we  will announce the Public Hearing.  

There is a slide show that will be viewed by any Council Member who has not been able to view yet. 

Also, the Fishkill Creek Zoning will also be discussed at the next Workshop Meeting.  Hopefully do the 

Greenway Trail on the Fishkill Creek Zoning as well. 

The Affordable Housing will be discussed; in addition, another Zoning Area called Edgewater will also 

be discussed at the next meeting which is on Tompkins Avenue. 

Referring back to Council Member Leake article that she has brought attention to that was an 

excellent article, mentioned that fact, yes we know the problems we are faced with for the year 2010.  

Balancing the Budget for next year will be extremely difficult, but if you look further ahead the 

potential development that we have in the City, looks like things will be pretty sustainable, for us if we 

can get there and will be a challenge to get there.  

CHECK LIST:  $ 582,892.49 
 

NEXT WORKSHOP:  July 27, 2009 
 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  August 3, 2009 
 

Adjournment of Council Meeting 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Colleen Swift 

Executive Assistant to Mayor Steve K. Gold 

Date: August 31, 2009  Date Approved:______________ 


